Material Over Water

NS-14

Description and Purpose

Procedures for the proper use, storage, and disposal of
materials and equipment on barges, boats, temporary
construction pads, or similar locations, that minimize or
eliminate the discharge of potential pollutants to a watercourse.

Suitable Applications

Applies where materials and equipment are used on barges,
boats, docks, and other platforms over or adjacent to a
watercourse including waters of the United States. These
procedures should be implemented for construction materials
and wastes (solid and liquid), soil or dredging materials, or any
other materials that may cause or contribute to exceedances of
water quality standards.

Limitations

Dredge and fill activities are regulated by the US Army Corps of
Engineers and Regional Boards under Section 404/401 of the
Clean Water Act.

Implementation

m  Refer to WM-1, Material Delivery and Storage and WM-4,
Spill Prevention and Control.

m  Use drip pans and absorbent materials for equipment and
vehicles and ensure that an adequate supply of spill clean up
materials is available.

m  Drip pans should be placed under all vehicles and equipment
placed on docks, barges, or other structures over water bodies
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when the vehicle or equipment is expected to be idle for more than 1 hour.

m  Maintain equipment in accordance with NS-10, Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance. Ifa
leaking line cannot be repaired, remove equipment from over the water.

m Provide watertight curbs or toe boards to contain spills and prevent materials, tools, and
debris from leaving the barge, platform, dock, etc.

m  Secure all materials to prevent discharges to receiving waters via wind.

m  Identify types of spill control measures to be employed, including the storage of such
materials and equipment. Ensure that staff is trained regarding the use of the materials,
deployment and access of control measures, and reporting measures.

m Incase of spills, contact the local Regional Board as soon as possible but within 48 hours.

m  Refer to WM-5, Solid Waste Management (non-hazardous) and WM-6, Hazardous Waste
Management. Ensure the timely and proper removal of accumulated wastes

m  Comply with all necessary permits required for construction within or near the watercourse,
such as Regional Water Quality Control Board, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Department
of Fish and Game or and other local permitting.

m Discharges to waterways should be reported to the Regional Water Quality Control Board
immediately upon discovery. A written discharge notification must follow within 7 days.
Follow the spill reporting procedures contained in SWPPP.

Costs

These measures are generally of low to moderate cost. Exceptions are areas for temporary
storage of materials, engine fluids, or wastewater pump out.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect and verify that activity—based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
associated activities. While activities associated with the BMP are under way, inspect weekly
during the rainy season and of two-week intervals in the non-rainy season to verify
continued BMP implementation.

m Inspect BMPs subject to non-stormwater discharge daily while non-stormwater discharges
OCCUT.

m  Ensure that employees and subcontractors implement the appropriate measures for storage
and use of materials and equipment.

m Inspect and maintain all associated BMPs and perimeter controls to ensure continuous
protection of the water courses, including waters of the United States.
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