
 
 

CITY OF ESCONDIDO 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ESCONDIDO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
April 12, 2011 

 
The meeting of the Escondido Planning Commission was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. by Chairman Caster, in the City Council Chambers, 201 North Broadway, 
Escondido, California.  
  
Commissioners present: Darol Caster, Chairman, Edward Lehman, 
Commissioner; Guy Winton, Commissioner; Bob McQuead, Commissioner; Don 
Yerkes, Commissioner; and Jeffery Weber, Commissioner.  
  
Commissioners absent:   Jack Campbell, Vice-chairman.  
 
Staff present:  Bill Martin, Principal Planner; Owen Tunnell, Associate Engineer; 
Corrine Neuffer, Deputy City Attorney; and Ty Paulson, Minutes Clerk.  
 
MINUTES: 
 
Moved by Commissioner Lehman, seconded by Commissioner Yerkes, to approve 
the minutes of the March 8, 2011, meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. (6-0) 
  
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS – None. 
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

 1. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – PHG 09-0017: 
 REQUEST:  A Conditional Use Permit to install a wireless communication 

facility consisting of an approximately 37-foot-high structure designed to 
resemble a pine tree.  The proposed facility consists of 12 panel antennas 
and a microwave dish mounted onto the faux tree.  The project also 
consists of a 240 SF equipment building and 30 kW back-up generator 
that would be located within a secured compound area surrounded by a 
solid masonry wall ranging from six to eight feet in height. 

 
PROPERTY LOCATION:  The subject site is located on the east side of East 
Valley Parkway, south of Old Guejito Road, addressed as 3009 E. Valley 
Parkway (APN 231-140-29). 
 



 
 
Bill Martin, Principal Planner, referenced the staff report and noted that staff 
issues were whether the design and location of the proposed facility is 
appropriate for the site and consistent with the Wireless Facility Guidelines.  Staff 
recommended approval based on the following:  1) The proposed project (as 
conditioned) would be consistent with the Communication Antennas Ordinance 
since the facility would introduce an appropriate stealthy design to the visually 
prominent area that has previously been developed with a older non-stealthy 
wireless facility.   The proposed equipment cabinets would be placed within a 
new enclosure designed to be compatible with similar structures on the site, and 
the area landscaped to screen views.  The height and setbacks would be 
consistent with a wireless facility located on a residential property developed with 
a residential use, and would not result in any adverse impacts to adjacent 
properties.  The facility would be in conformance with FCC emission standards; 
and 2) The proposed facility would not result in a potential health hazards to 
nearby residents since the Radio Frequency (RF) study prepared for the 
proposed project indicates the facility would be within maximum permissible 
exposure (MPE) limits and Federal Communication Commission (FCC) radio 
frequency emission standards.   
Kerrigan Daugherty, PlanCom, Inc., noted she was available for questions.   
 
Chairman Caster requested information regarding why a pine tree design was 
selected for the site, noting it did not seem to be in character with surrounding 
vegetation.  Ms. Kerrigan noted that the technology for the pine tree worked best 
for screening panel antennas.  She also stated that they had a broadleaf tree that 
did not weather as well as the pine Tree.  
 
Chairman Caster noted he favored the design of the water tower site. 
 
Commissioner Winton asked if other types of vegetation had been considered for 
screening the subject site.  Ms. Daugherty noted that they were amenable to 
planting other types of trees if the commission so desired.  Mr. Martin noted that 
the pine trees being considered were suggested by staff to provide context for 
the faux pine installation.  
 
Commissioner Winton felt careful consideration should be given to planting the 
appropriate type of vegetation at a cellular site.  
 
ACTION: 
 
Moved by Commissioner McQuead, seconded by Commissioner Winton, to 
approve staff’s recommendation.  Motion carried unanimously.  (6-0) 
 
 



 
 
CURRENT BUSINESS: 
 
1.   PHG 11-0001 – Modification to the Precise Development Plan for 

ARCO La Terraza (90-47-PD) to add a Propel Fuels alternative fuel 
site. 

 Location: 100 La Terraza Blvd  

Bill Martin, Principal Planner, referenced the staff report and noted that Staff felt 
the proposed modification to the Precise Development Plan was appropriate 
because the proposed canopy had been designed to be consistent with the 
Master Plan design standards and existing structures on the site, adequate 
circulation and parking would be provided on the site, and the additional vehicle 
trips generated by the proposed project would be within the overall cap on ADTs 
for the La Terraza development.  He also noted that Commissioner Weber had 
brought up the fact that the site plan did not show the air and water dispenser, 
pay telephone and light pole in the planter area that was proposed to be reduced 
in size.  He indicated staff would be working with the applicant to modify the site 
plan which did not appear to be an issue.  
 
Chairman Caster and Mr. Martin discussed moving Parking Space 12 to the left as 
well as shifting the planter. 
 
Commissioner Winton asked if there were any requirements for landscaping along 
the retaining wall.  Mr. Martin replied in the negative, noting that landscaping was 
not required in front of the wall because there was a landscaped setback between 
the wall and the southern property line.  
 
Commissioner Lehman and Mr. Martin discussed the proposed protocol for 
deliveries.   
 
Allen Sipe, Quality Project Management, LLC, noted he was available for 
questions. 
 
Commissioner Weber asked why the air and water stations were not included in the 
site plans.  Mr. Sipe noted this was an oversight on their part, noting that relocating 
the air and water stations would not create any issues.  Mr. Sipe then referenced 
Commissioner Lehman’s concern regarding conflicts between delivery and 
customer travel patterns, noting that the delivery personnel were very conscientious 
when doing deliveries. 
 
Commissioner Winton felt the landscaping along the southern retaining wall needed 
to be enhanced with low maintenance vegetation.  Mr. Martin noted staff could 
include a condition for the applicant to work with staff to enhance the landscaping 
along the subject wall.   
 



 
 
 
ACTION: 
 
Moved by Commissioner Winton, seconded by Commissioner Lehman, to 
approve staff’s recommendation.  The motion included directing staff to work with 
the applicant regarding enhancing the landscaping along the southern retaining 
wall.  Motion carried unanimously.  (6-0) 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: None.  
 
PLANNING COMMISSIONERS – No Discussion.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Chairman Caster adjourned the meeting at 7:33 p.m. The next meeting was 
scheduled for May 10, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 201 North 
Broadway, Escondido, California.  
 
 
 
_____________________________  ___________________________ 
Bill Martin, Secretary to the Escondido  Ty Paulson, Minutes Clerk 
Planning Commissioner 
 


