
CITY OF ESCONDIDO 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ESCONDIDO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
February 26, 2013 

 
The meeting of the Escondido Planning Commission was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. by Chairman Weber in the City Council Chambers, 201 North Broadway, 
Escondido, California.  
  
Commissioners present: Jeffery Weber, Chairman; Bob McQuead, Vice-
chairman; James Spann, Commissioner; Gregory Johns, Commissioner; Darol 
Caster, Commissioner; and Guy Winton, Commissioner. 
  
Commissioners absent:  Merle Watson, Commissioner. 
 
Staff present:  Bill Martin, Principal Planner; Jay Paul, Associate Planner; Homi 
Namdari, Assistant City Engineer; and Gary McCarthy, Senior Deputy City 
Attorney. 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Moved by Commissioner Caster, seconded by Commissioner Spann, to approve 
the minutes of the February 12, 2013, meeting.  Motion carried.  Ayes: Johns, 
Weber, Caster, Winton and Spann.  Noes:  None.  Abstained:  McQuead.  (5-0-1) 
 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – Received. 
 
 
FUTURE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS – None.   
  
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – None.  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 
1. MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENT – AZ 12-0007: 
 
REQUEST: An amendment to the Escondido Municipal Code to establish 
operational and permit criteria for Mobile Food Trucks. 



LOCATION:  Citywide 
 
Jay Paul, Associate Planner, referenced the staff report and requested the 
Commission provide input on the proposed Amendment to the Municipal Code.  

Commissioner Caster asked for clarification regarding on-site cooking, trash 
receptacles and generators.  He felt the specificity of the ordinance should be 
spelled out. 

Several commissioners asked Mr. Paul for clarifications regarding parking 
requirements, enforcement for violators, restroom access, and ADA issues 

Emma Hernandez, Escondido, noted that she had been a food truck owner for 
20 years and operated specific routes with each stop lasting a short time.  She 
stated that they were bound by each City’s ordinances as well as having health 
permits, insurance and their own guidelines.    

Russell Kastan, Escondido, San Marcos Catering, noted that he was 
available for questions regarding the operations of the food trucks.  He stated 
that some of the trucks had prepackaged foods as well as others preparing fresh 
food onsite.  

Commissioner McQuead asked how trash was handled for food trucks.  
Mr. Kastan noted that his company was State approved and locally approved.  
He noted that they used a 10,000-gallon clarifier that separated grey water and 
raw sewage before it entered the sewer system.  He also indicated that the 
trucks were washed every day and that trash was placed into his dumpster.  

Commissioner Winton and Mr. Kastan discussed the operational differences 
between gourmet trucks and route trucks.  

Juan Rojas, Escondido, noted that he owned route trucks that offered freshly 
prepared hot food.  He expressed enthusiasm with the City taking a proactive 
role regarding allowing food trucks in Escondido, but indicated concern that the 
proposed Ordinance was not broad enough to include his type of business that 
serves employees during 15-minute stops.  He then provided a brief overview of 
the preparations for catering trucks.  He also was in favor of allowing catering 
trucks in the industrial zones.   

Commissioner Caster asked Mr. Rojas if there were locations in the City where 
cold food trucks were allowed and hot food trucks were not.  Mr. Rojas replied in 
the affirmative.   



 

Commissioner Weber asked if sales taxes were calculated for each jurisdiction 
the food truck serviced.  Mr. Rojas replied in the affirmative.  

Chris Fernandez, Escondido, noted that the difference between a route truck 
and a gourmet truck was that route trucks had a variety of foods versus gourmet 
trucks serving specialty foods.   

Commissioner Spann felt the requirements should be the same for all mobile 
food trucks.  He stated that he had never noticed trash being an issue with 
mobile food trucks.  He also felt it would be difficult to limit the operating time.   

Commissioner Johns felt the requirements should be the same for all mobile food 
trucks.   

Commissioner McQuead and staff discussed the hours of operation as 
referenced Page 5, Paragraph A.  He also noted that he did not favor a plot plan 
review requirement for these types of businesses. 

Commissioner Caster felt the requirements should be the same for all mobile 
food trucks and that route trucks should not be excluded. 

Commissioner Winton expressed concern with a situation where a mobile food 
truck could locate on a private lot and be there for long periods of time.   

Chairman Weber felt the key issue was the duration of time a truck would be at 
one location.  He felt the route trucks should have more liberal requirements, 
while the trucks that were stationary for longer periods should be subject to a 
special event-type permit.  

No vote was taken.  Staff noted the commissioner’s comments would be 
forwarded to the City Council. 
 
 
CURRENT BUSINESS:  None.  
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:  None.  
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSIONERS:  None. 



 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Chairman Weber adjourned the meeting at 8:06 p.m. The next meeting was 
scheduled for March 12, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 201 
North Broadway Escondido, California.  
 
 
 
_______________________________  ___________________________ 
Bill Martin, Secretary to the Escondido  Ty Paulson, Minutes Clerk 
Planning Commission 

 
 


