
CITY OF ESCONDIDO 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ESCONDIDO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
January 10, 2012 

 
The meeting of the Escondido Planning Commission was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. by Chairman Caster, in the City Council Chambers, 201 North Broadway, 
Escondido, California.  
  
Commissioners present: Jack Campbell, Vice-chairman; Guy Winton, 
Commissioner; Darol Caster, Chairman; Jeffery Weber, Commissioner; Edward 
Lehman, Commissioner; Bob McQuead, Commissioner; and Don Yerkes, 
Commissioner.  
  
Commissioners absent:  None.  
 
Staff present: Bill Martin, Principal Planner; Jay Paul, Associate Planner; Owen 
Tunnell, Associate Engineer; Gary McCarthy, Senior Deputy City Attorney; and Ty 
Paulson, Minutes Clerk.  
 
MINUTES: 
 
Moved by Commissioner Lehman, seconded by Commissioner Winton, to approve 
the minutes of the December 13, 2011, meeting.  Motion carried.  Ayes:  Campbell, 
Caster, Lehman, Yerkes, Winton, and Weber. Noes:  None. Abstained:  McQuead. 
(6-0-1)  
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
FUTURE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS – None.  
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – None.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
 
1. MODIFICATION TO CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – PHG 11-0039: 
 
REQUEST: A modification to the existing Conditional Use Permit for Interfaith 
Community Services (2004-71-CUP) to expand ongoing social service operations 
on the site to include a temporary winter shelter for up to 40 homeless persons.  
The seasonal shelter will be hosted on the Interfaith site through the end of 
March within a recently vacated commercial suite.  The request also includes an 
interpretation of the number of required parking spaces since the City’s Parking 



Ordinance does not specifically address the proposed mix of uses.  No 
expansions to the building are proposed. 
 
LOCATION: The 1.22-acre site is located on the northeastern corner of the 
intersection of Washington Avenue and Quince Street, addressed as 550 W. 
Washington Avenue. 
 
Bill Martin, Principal Planner, referenced the staff report and noted staff’s issue 
was whether the site was appropriate for the location of a temporary winter 
shelter and provides adequate parking.  Staff recommended approval based on 
the following:  1) The Interfaith Community Services building was well-suited to 
host the temporary winter shelter due to the availability of a wide range of social 
services that were available on the site to assist homeless persons.  These 
services include counseling and case management, hot meals, showers, laundry, 
employment service and other supportive services. A winter shelter had 
previously operated on the site with no known problems and the proposed space 
was sufficient in size to accommodate the maximum number of 40 men and 
women clients.  The Salvation Army would provide nightly staffing and overnight 
supervision each night the shelter is in operation; and 2) A total of 52 parking 
spaces exist on the site and were needed for current operations.  Most of the 
homeless clients that would utilize the temporary winter shelter do not own cars 
and would not be parking on the site overnight.  Past experience with winter 
shelters of this size indicates a maximum of five vehicles can be anticipated each 
night from shelter clients. An additional seven parking spaces would be needed 
for the staff, volunteers and partner agency personnel who would assist the 
homeless clients. The proposed temporary winter shelter would open at 
5:30 P.M. each night during inclement weather season and close at 6:30 A.M. 
the next morning.  The 12 spaces needed by the winter shelter during nighttime 
hours can be shared with the 24 spaces used by ICS administrative staff during 
daytime hours.  Administrative staff are on the site weekdays from 8:00 A.M to 
5:00 P.M.  Staff feels the non-competing hours for the two uses created a shared 
parking opportunity that ensures adequate parking can be provided on the site. 
 
Commissioner Winton and Mr. Martin discussed the proposed shared parking 
arrangement and how that differed from a joint-use parking agreement.  
 
Commissioner Weber referenced Item 30 on Page 15 of the staff report and 
suggested including carbon monoxide detectors for all sleeping areas.  
Mr. Martin concurred.  
 
Commissioner Winton asked if the facility had fire sprinklers.  Mr. Martin replied 
in the affirmative.  
 
Doug Ferris, San Marcos, Executive Director for Salvation Army Winter 
Shelter, noted he was available for questions.   
 



Commissioner McQuead asked if the shelter was for men and women.  Mr. Ferris 
stated that they accepted males and females but not families, noting they had 
access to other facilities that were better suited to assisting homeless families.  
 
Commissioner Yerkes asked Mr. Ferris if they planned on installing a shower in 
the bathroom.  Mr. Ferris replied in the negative, noting showers were available 
in another part of the Interfaith building. 
 
Commissioner Winton asked if there was any control with regard to clients 
bringing shopping carts to the shelter.  Mr. Ferris noted that shopping carts were 
not allowed inside their shelter.   
 
Richard Batt, Executive Director for Interfaith, thanked the Commission for 
their consideration.  
 
ACTION:   
 
Moved by Commissioner Winton, seconded by Commissioner Lehman, to 
approve staff’s recommendation.  The motion included revising Condition No. 30 
to include Carbon Monoxide detectors for all sleeping areas. Motion carried.  
Ayes: McQuead, Weber, Winton, Caster, Lehman, and Yerkes. Noes: None. 
Abstained:  Campbell. (6-0-1) 
 
 
2. SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT – PHG 11-0034: 
 
REQUEST:  An amendment to the Escondido Research and Technology Center 
(ERTC) Specific Plan to modify the fencing/wall requirements to allow certain 
perimeter and interior fencing to exceed the current height limitation of 42 inches; 
modify the design standards for Planning Area 2 to allow fences and walls up to 
eight-feet in height; and clarify the process for modifications to specific design 
features such as lighting, signage, architecture, landscape elements and 
fencing/walls and other design elements. 
 
LOCATION:  The approximately 186-acre Escondido Research and Technology 
Center generally located along the eastern and western sides of Citracado 
Parkway, south of Auto Park Way, north of Andreasen Drive.  Planning Area 2 is 
approximately 18 acres located on the southeastern corner of the intersection of 
Citracado Parkway and Harveson Place, generally addressed as 1970 – 1998 
Citracado Parkway. 
 
Jay Paul, Associate Planner, referenced the staff report and noted staff 
supported the applicant’s request to allow fencing up to eight-feet in height on 
Lots 6 and 7 of Planning Area 2, which was located along the eastern perimeter 
of the specific plan and adjacent to industrial development.  The location and 
design of the proposed fencing would be compatible with the eight-foot-high 



wrought-iron fencing installed along the perimeter of the SDG&E facility.  In 
addition, these two lots are not adjacent to Citracado Parkway, and the fencing 
would be screened by perimeter and slope landscaping, and buffered from views 
from Citracado Parkway by larger setbacks. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding a clarification of the requirements for retaining 
walls.  Additional discussions ensued regarding the maintenance requirements 
for the fences for the hospital and SDG&E.   
 
ACTION: 
 
Moved by Commissioner Weber, seconded by Commissioner Campbell, to 
approve staff’s recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. (7-0) 
 
CURRENT BUSINESS: – None. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: – None. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSIONERS:   
 
Commissioner McQuead suggested a discussion item regarding the Commission’s 
role when dealing with design review issues.  The Commission concurred.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Chairman Caster adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m. The next meeting was 
scheduled for January 24, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 
201 North Broadway, Escondido, California.  
 
 
 
______________________________  ___________________________ 
Bill Martin, Secretary to the Escondido  Ty Paulson, Minutes Clerk 
Planning Commission 

 


