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CITY OF ESCONDIDO  
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
 

October 8, 2012 
 
The regular meeting of the Public Art Commission was called to order at 3:00 p.m. 
by Chairman Kilman in the Mitchell Room, 201 North Broadway, Escondido, 
California.  
 
Commissioners present: Chairman Kilman, Commissioner Thurber, 
Commissioner Hudgins, Commissioner Tiedeman, Vice-chairman Evans, 
Commissioner Harrison, and Commissioner Murphy.  
 
Commissioners absent:  Commissioners Savin and Mates.  
 
Staff present: Michelle Geller, Management Analyst; Jerry Van Leeuwen, Director 
of Community Services; Kristina Owens, Associate Planner; Rich Bouquet, 
Neighborhood Services Manager; and Ty Paulson, Minutes Clerk. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS - None.   
  
MINUTES:  
  
Moved by Commissioner Murphy, seconded by Commissioner Thurber, to approve 
the minutes of the July 9, 2012, meeting. Motion carried unanimously.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
1. Marketing Ideas for Public Art – Discussion/Possible Action 
 
Ms. Geller provided an overview of low and no-cost tactics, including websites, and 
social media for the Commission to explore promoting public art. She stated that 
the first step was to figure out the goal.  
 
Vice-chairman Evans asked if the Commission could raise funds independently for 
public art.   
 
Commissioner Tiedeman noted that the Commission handbook outlined that some 
of the purviews of the Commission were seeking grants, donations, gifts, educating 
the public, and other methods for art.   
 
Mrs. Owens noted she would check with the City Manager’s and City Attorney’s 
Office and report back to the Commission regarding the role of the Commission.  
 
 
Commissioner Hudgins concurred with using the various media formats as 
preannouncements for projects.   
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Commissioner Tiedeman referenced a map of public art projects, feeling this was 
needed to promote public art.  Chairman Kilman concurred.  
 
Ms. Geller suggested updating the current public art website and updating the 
locations for the projects using Google Maps.  She noted that the City had an 
employee who was in the process of creating a photo library.  She also suggested 
creating an Escondido Public Art Facebook page with reciprocal links. 
 
Mrs. Owens suggested creating a small committee to work on the map or social 
media pages. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding utilizing the City’s Newsletter for promoting public 
art.  
 
Commissioner Murphy felt the function of the Commission would change if it was 
allowed to pursue funding.   
 
Mr. Van Leeuwen asked if the desire of the Commission was to have a broader 
role.  The Commission concurred.  
 
Vice-chairman Evans felt allowing promotion of public art through advertising 
might be appropriate. 
 
Commissioner Hudgins noted that she was available to draft a brochure.  She 
also stated using social media would be advantageous. She indicated that the 
message needed to be promoting the visibility of the pieces and what they do for 
the City with the underlying message being how the pieces were paid for.   
  
Mr. Murphy noted that there were financial institutions that would buy into 
community’s needs.  
 
Mr. Van Leeuwen noted that the question was how to use commissioners in new 
roles.  Staff would look into this and provide some strategies.  He also stated that 
staff would develop a draft for the website.  
 
Ms. Geller suggested that the Commission look at the City’s website and then 
provide suggestions back to staff.  
 
2. Escondido Creek Entry Project 
 
Mrs. Owens provided the update and requested input.  
 
Vice-chairman Evans noted that the Commission had never given specifics as to 
artists.  
 
Chairman Kilman noted that corporation participation was favorable for this type of 
project.   
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Commissioner Hudgins and staff discussed the history for the development of the 
bike path.    
 
Mr. Van Leeuwen noted that the Escondido Creek Conservancy was looking at the 
Commission to help sponsor the project.   
 
Vice-chairman Evans felt leaving the concept option open, might be advantageous.   
 
Commissioner Tiedeman felt the artist should be able to tie in the theme with their 
own ideas.   
 
Vice-chairman Evans asked who had authority over the theme.  Mrs. Owens noted 
that the City Council adopted the themes.  
 
Commissioner Murphy felt a theme could be achieved using multiple artists.   
 
Mr. Van Leeuwen noted that the purpose of the master plan was to create a 
consistency for the entire project for each phase.   
 
Vice-chairman Evans noted that benches and bike racks had great opportunities for 
art projects.   
 
Mr. Van Leeuwen asked if the Commission was interested in functional art.  The 
Commission concurred.  
 
The consensus was for staff to conduct more research on functional art along with 
the Commission providing any data they had, back to staff.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Swearing in of New Commission – Completed.  
 
2. Election of New Chair and Possibly Vice Chair – Discussion/Possible Action 
 
Tabled to the next meeting.  
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
 
Mr. Van Leeuwen noted he would be retiring on December 28th.  
 
CONSULTANT’S REPORT:   
 
Mrs. Owens referenced the reports and requested input.  
 
Vice-chairman Evans noted she was surprised that the Foundation approved 
Classical Academy for conducting the maintenance of the metal tiles at Queen 
Califia’s Magical Circle.  
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FINANCIAL REPORT – August 2012 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: None.  
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:  None.  
 
ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS:   
 
Vice-chairman Evans suggested relocating the River of Light to Grape Day Park.  
Chairman Kilman concurred.  
 
The Commission introduced themselves to Commissioner Harrison.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
 
Chairman Kilman adjourned the meeting at 4:20 p.m. The next meeting was 
scheduled for January 14, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________   ________________________ 
Jerry Van Leeuwen, Director   Ty Paulson, Minutes Clerk 
of Community Services 
 

 

 

 

 


