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CITY OF ESCONDIDO 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION 

February 26, 2015 

The special meeting of the Community Services Commission was called to order at 
6:35 p.m., Thursday, by Chairman Simonson in the City Council Chambers, 201 
North Broadway, Escondido, California. 

Members present: Chairman Simonson, Commissioner Castro, Commissioner 
DuDeck, Commissioner Brandon Garcia, Commissioner Jose Garcia, 
Commissioner DeFrain, Commissioner Bologna, and Commissioner Israel. 

Commissioners absent: Commissioner Gibson, 

Staff present: Loretta McKinney, Director of Library and Community Services; Amy 
Shipley, Assistant Director of Community Services; Karen Williams, Older Adult 
Services Manager; Corinne Triol, Administrative Coordinator; and Ty Paulson, 
Minutes Clerk. 

MINUTES: 

Moved by Commissioner J. Garcia, seconded by Commissioner Bologna, to 
approve the minutes of the December 4, 2014, meeting. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

James Lund, Escondido, Vice-President of the Homeowners Association for 
Hidden Trails, provided a handout entitled 2015 Tournament Dates, noting that 
soccer tournaments accounted for over 42% of the weekends at Ryan Park. He 
expressed his concern with the tournaments restricting non-soccer activities at the 
park, creating issues with unsafe drop-offs and pick-up activities across traffic 
lanes, and unsafe U-turn movements occurring along Hidden Trails Road. He 
stated that the tournaments created excessive traffic congestion, thus making it 
difficult for residents and emergency vehicles to access residences. He felt the 
tournaments were ruining the playing fields. He stated that the Master Plan for 
Ryan Park was approved in 1997 before Hidden Trails and Eureka Springs were 
constructed, noting both combined had over 700 homes. He noted that Planning file 
suggested that the intent for the athletic fields was for local Escondido athletic clubs 
and not to be the host for regional tournaments. He elaborated that the Master Plan 
identified 5 soccer fields when 8 fields were being used for tournaments. He asked 
that the City determine if the current usage of Ryan Park was in line with the 
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approved Master Plan and the intent of the planning process and if not, to make the 
necessary changes to unify both. He also asked the City to determine how many 
guests could be in the park before spoiling the experience of the surrounding 
neighbors and that usage guidelines be added to the Master Plan along with 
revising the master plan to include input of surrounding neighbors. 

Charlotte Kutilek, Escondido, concurred with Mr. Lund's comments. She stated 
that Hidden Trails had only one way in and out of the area, noting her concern with 
emergency services being delayed due to the traffic congestion caused by soccer 
tournaments. 

Steve Berrol, Escondido, Treasure for Eureka Springs Homeowners, 
concurred with the previous speakers. He expressed his concern with emergency 
services being delayed due to the traffic congestion during soccer tournaments. He 
stated that Eureka Drive was being impacted by overflow parking as well as 
individuals trampling over the landscape in Eureka Springs at an expense of the 
homeowners during soccer tournaments. He also noted that residents were being 
impacted by the lights at the park staying on after 10:00 p.m. 

Tania Bowman, Escondido, noted that she lived in Hidden Trails. She stated that 
the tournaments had over 5,000 participants, which she felt was significant. She 
expressed her concern with the safety of the children being dropped off and picked 
up during soccer tournaments. She also expressed her concern with noise 
associated with the tournaments. She asked that they be placed on the 
Commission's agenda. 

CURRENT BUSINESS: 

1. Commission Outreach Initiatives 

Loretta McKinney, Director of Library and Community Services, referenced the staff 
report and noted that the recommendation was to consider the logistics and funding 
for each of Commissioner J. Garcia's initiatives as outlined in the staff report. 

Commissioner Jose Garcia referenced the report and noted Initiative 1 included a 
community outreach educational initiative by the Commission or City honoring the 
top two students of each graduating class of the City's high schools. 

Chairman Simonson asked what the scope would be for Initiative 1. 

Ms. McKinney noted that with no funding identified, a proclamation would be the 
easiest way to recognize students at a City Council meeting. 

Discussion ensued regarding establishing criteria for awarding the proclamations, 
including private, charter, and home school students. 
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Commissioner Israel suggested recognizing students for accomplishments that 
were in line with the Commission and community services along with having 
multiple recipients. 

Ms. McKinney asked if it was easy to identify top CPA students. Chairman 
Simonson replied in the affirmative, noting that this would be his recommendation 
for this year and then expand the program next year. 

Discussion ensued regarding the requirements for students to obtain community 
service hours. Additionally discussion ensued regarding creating a CPA category 
and a category that would be unique to community services. 

ACTION: 

Moved by Commissioner J. Garcia, seconded by Commissioner DeFrain, to 
recognize two students with a proclamation to be presented by City Council for 
each graduating class for the top CPA student. Motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner J. Garcia referenced the report with regard to a community outreach 
family health fair. He stated that the concept was to educate adults in the 
importance of good family nutrition, prevention of health concerns, positive 
parenting, and fund activities for the children. 

Commissioners Israel and DeFrain noted that health fairs were occurring 
throughout the City on a regular basis. Ms. Shipley concurred and noted that health 
fairs were occurring around the City through various venues. 

Commissioner Israel noted that she was a member of the Community Alliance for 
Escondido, which had a number of non-profit representatives. She noted that one 
of the topics they were discussing was methods for addressing the gap in 
communication about events occurring at various venues and getting the word out 
to the community. 

Chairman Simonson noted that there was a significant amount of events occurring 
around the City, noting the high school has free health screening, and a summer 
meal programs. 

Commissioner Israel questioned whether there was a way for the Commission to 
bridge that gap in communication for the various events versus coordinating 
another event. 

Chairman Simonson and Commissioner Israel noted that the Elementary School 
District had partnered with Live Well San Diego. 

Ms. Williams noted that the City was listed as a partner as a Live Well City for the 
older adult section. 
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Chairman Simonson directed staff to look into gathering event information and 
methods for disseminating it. 

Discussion ensued regarding disseminating information on the City's website as 
well as creating a webpage that would be regularly updated. Additional 
discussions ensued regarding forming a subcommittee for said items. 

2. Purpose and Scope of Community Services Commission 

Ms. McKinney referenced the Community Services handbook and requested input. 

Commissioner Israel noted that her binder did not have Roman numerals. 
Ms. McKinney noted that Corinne Triol could provide any binder updates. 

3. Grape Day Park Master Plan - Update 

Ms. McKinney provided the update and noted that the Planning Commission 
approved the draft master plan and to move forward with Phase 1 which included 
the design and installation of the playground equipment. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Site Committee 
Revenue & Operations Review 
Community Activities 
Facility Use 

No reports. 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

Commissioner J. Garcia thanked the Commission for hearing his agenda item. He 
also asked staff to agendize discussion about Ryan Park. 

Commissioner DeFrain stated that she would like to help with the community 
outreach programs presented by Commission J. Garcia. 

Commissioner Bologna noted that Ryan Park had issues needing addressed. 

Commissioner Israel concurred with receiving more information about Ryan Park. 
She then requested a copy of the facility use policy and park use policy. 
Ms. McKinney noted that she would send this to all commissioners. 

Commissioner Israel noted that the Smart Art festival would be held on March 7 in 
Grape Day Park and on March 21st the Peace Begins with Me would be held in 
Grape Day Park. She also stated that she would work on a subcommittee to help 
get the word out about events occurring in the City. 

Community Services Commission 
4-23-2015 



Library and Community Services 
Loretta Kinney, Director of 

5 

Chairman Simonson suggested the Ryan Park agenda item be informational only. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. The next meeting was scheduled for April 
23, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

Ty Pa s. , Minutes Clerk 
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