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L4-1

The City of Escondido (City) acknowledges the
comment as an introduction to comments that follow.

L4-2

The comment describes existing and planned
transportation projects to which the Project has no
connection. The comment also suggests that the
City should consider “enhancing existing access
and/or signage to local and regional transit lines,
including the RAPID service and SPRINTER
connections located at the Escondido Transit Center
(ETC), 4.3 miles from the site.” The City disagrees
such enhancements would be required. The
proposed Specific Alignment Plan (SAP) would
improve transit access and provide safe routes to
regional transit, providing adequate local
connections to regional transit. More specifically,
there is no significant impact from, or connection
to, the Project that would tie any such improvement
to the Project. The Project will improve three
existing bus stops (identified in Responses L3-1
through L3-3) with Americans with Disabilities
Act–compliant benches and shelters.
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L4-3

The comment suggests that the Project consider
implementing transportation demand management
(TDM) strategies that are intended to reduce
vehicular traffic and associated vehicle miles
traveled and greenhouse gas emissions.
The Project is proposing to implement a SAP for
Country Club Lane from its western terminus at El
Norte Parkway to the eastern terminus of Country
Club Lane in the study area at Nutmeg Street. The
overall SAP is intended to calm traffic speeds along
Country Club Lane and enhance pedestrian and
bicycle mobility throughout this part of the study
area close to the development. Generally, a
reduction in the number of lanes and lane widths is
proposed, along with the provision of buffered bike
lanes (Class II) to fulfill the City of Escondido’s
Bicycle Circulation Element for this segment.
Furthermore, roundabouts are proposed at two
minor-street intersections (Golden Circle Drive and
La Brea Street), along with a raised median, to
restrict left-turns to/from Firestone Drive. The SAP
also proposes enhancements to crosswalks and bus
stops along the corridor. These improvements are
intended to capitalize on the proposed trails system
that will link the three villages together with the rest
of the existing neighborhood, and to encourage
multi-modal travel throughout the area.
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A small mixed-use/community center element is
also proposed at Village 1. This will house the
homeowner’s association facilities (meeting rooms
and pool/gym), as well as the local store and
restaurant/bar, which will be open to the public.
The combination of community-serving amenities,
local-serving commercial uses, and multi-modal
enhancements are proactive TDM measures
because they are designed to encourage nonvehicular travel.
Proposed traditional TDM measures include
enhancements to the existing bus stops to include bus
stop pads that will accommodate a future bus shelter
and benches (per North County Transit District
standards) and the provision of bike racks at all three
community parks and the dog park and at the Village
Center. There will also be 10 public electric vehicle
charging stations at the Village Center.
The TDM measures described in the comment are
typically applied to commercial developments that
are localized in nature (i.e., a single building or
campus) and where potential users may be under
the control of a single managing entity. For
example, the assignment of a TDM coordinator
and the provision of partially or wholly subsidized
transit passes is not typically applied to residential
developments because of the lack of centralized
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management with respect to individual homes.
Nonetheless, the proposed SAP and the numerous
mixed-use and multi-modal amenities proposed
would adequately address transportation demand
as intended by the TDM measures described in the
this comment.
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