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 CHARTER  
OF THE  

CITY OF ESCONDIDO 
 

PREAMBLE 
 
WE THE PEOPLE of the City of Escondido declare our intent to restore to our 
community the historic principles of self governance inherent in the doctrine of home-
rule.  Sincerely committed to the belief that local government has the closest affinity to 
the people governed and firm in the conviction that the economic and fiscal 
independence of our local government will better serve and promote the health, safety 
and welfare of all of the citizens of Escondido, we do hereby exercise the express right 
granted by the Constitution of the State of California to enact and adopt this Charter for 
the City of Escondido. 
 

CHARTER 
 

Article 1 
Municipal Affairs 

 
Section 100.  Municipal Affairs 
Each of the responsibilities of governance set forth and described in this Charter, and 
as established by the Constitutional, statutory and judicially defined law of the State of 
California, is hereby declared to be a municipal affair or concern, the performance of 
which is unique to the benefit of the citizens of the City of Escondido. 
 
Section 101.  Powers 
The City shall have all powers that a City can have under the Constitution and laws of 
the State of California as fully and completely as though they were specifically 
enumerated in this Charter.  The enumeration in this Charter of any particular power, 
duty or procedure shall not be held to be exclusive of, or any limitation or restriction 
upon, this general grant of power. 
 
Section 102.  Incorporation and Succession 
The City shall continue to be a municipal corporation known as the City of Escondido.  
The boundaries of the City of Escondido shall continue as now established until 
changed in the manner authorized by law.  The City shall remain vested with and shall 
continue to own, have, possess, control and enjoy all property rights and rights of action 
of every nature and description owned, had, possessed, controlled or enjoyed by it at 
the time this Charter takes effect, and is hereby declared to be the successor of same.  
It shall be subject to all debts, obligations and liabilities, which exist against the City at 
the time this Charter takes effect.  All lawful ordinances, resolutions, rules and 
regulations, or portions thereof, in force at the time this Charter takes effect and not in 
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conflict with or inconsistent herewith, are hereby continued in force until the same have 
been duly repealed, amended, changed or superseded by proper authority.  
 

Article 2 
Form of Government 

 
Section 200.  Form of Government 
This municipal government established by this Charter shall be known as the “Council-
Manager” form of government.  The City Council will establish the policy of the City and 
the City Manager will carry out that policy. 
 

Article 3 
Elected Officers 

 
Section 300.  Enumeration and Term 
The elected officers of the City shall consist of: 
A City Council composed of five members who are registered voters of the City, four to 
be residents of their respective Districts and nominated and elected only by the 
residents of their respective Districts. The fifth shall be nominated and elected from the 
City at large and shall hold the office of Mayor.  
 
Other elected officer(s) of the City shall be: 
 
A City Treasurer with duties, responsibilities and compensation as provided by 
Ordinance of the City Council. 
 
All of the elected officers shall serve for a term of four years following their election. The 
terms of all elected officers shall commence upon installation and each shall serve until 
the officer’s successor is elected and installed. 
 
Section 301.  Eligibility 
An elected officer of the City shall be a resident, United States citizen and voter in the 
City. 
 
In addition, every Council member or candidate shall be and remain a qualified voter in 
the District from which the Council member or candidate is nominated, as required by 
the California Elections Code. No change in the boundary or location of any district shall 
abolish or terminate the term of office of any Council member prior to expiration of the 
term of office for which the member was elected, notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Section.  Each Council member will, during the duration of the member’s term, 
represent the District from which the member was elected. 
 
Section 302.  Vacancies 
A vacancy in any elective office, from whatever cause, shall be filled by appointment by 
the City Council, such appointee to hold office for the remainder of any unexpired term, 
and until a successor is elected and installed. 
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In the event the City Council shall fail to fill a vacancy by appointment within sixty days 
after such office is declared vacant, it shall cause an election to be held to fill such 
vacancy. 
 
Section 303.  Prior Laws 
This Article shall supersede all other provisions of the laws of the City of Escondido 
pertaining to the office of City Treasurer, all of which shall be of no further force and 
effect. 
 

Article 4 
Fiscal Matters 

 
Section 400.  Economic and Community Development 
The City shall encourage, support, and promote economic development and community 
development in the City. 
 
Section 401.  Fair and Open Competition 
The City will promote fair and open competition for all City construction projects so that 
all contractors and workers, whether union or non-union, are treated equally in the 
bidding and awarding of City construction contracts. 
 
Section 402.  Voluntary Employee Political Contributions 
Unless otherwise required by law, neither the City, nor its agents, shall deduct from the 
wages, earnings or compensation of any City employee any political contributions 
unless the employee has first presented, and the City has received, a signed written 
authorization of such deductions, which authorization must be renewed annually and 
may be revoked by the employee at any time by giving written notice of such revocation 
to the City.  
 

Article 5 
Revenue Retention 

 
Section 500.  Reductions Prohibited 
Revenues raised and collected by the City shall not be subject to subtraction, retention, 
attachment, withdrawal or any other form of involuntary reduction by any other level of 
government. 
 
Section 501.  Mandates Limited 
No person whether elected or appointed, acting on behalf of the City, shall be required 
to perform any function which is mandated by any other level of government, unless and 
until funds sufficient for the performance of such function are provided by said 
mandating authority.  
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Article 6 
General Laws 

 
Section 600.  General Law Powers 
In addition to the power and authority granted by the terms of this Charter and the 
Constitution of the State of California, the City shall have the power and authority to 
adopt, make, exercise and enforce all legislation, laws, and regulations and to take all 
actions and to exercise any and all rights, powers, and privileges heretofore or hereafter 
established, granted or prescribed by any law of the State of California or by any other 
lawful authority.  In the event of any conflict between the provisions of this Charter and 
the provisions of the general laws of the State of California, the provisions of this 
Charter shall control. 
 
Section 601.  Council Member Compensation 
Notwithstanding its Charter city status, the salary of the Mayor and the Council 
Members will continue to be set pursuant to California Government Code sections 
36516 and 36516.1 where the formula considers city population and state law. 
 
Section 602.  Land Use, Planning & Zoning Matters 
Notwithstanding its Charter city status, the City shall be governed by State law as it 
applies to general law cities with respect to the application, interpretation and 
enforcement of land use, planning and zoning matters, including, but not limited to, the 
requirement of consistency between the General Plan of the City and the terms of its 
zoning ordinances.  
 

Article 7 
Interpretation 

 
Section 700.  Construction and Interpretation 
The language contained in this Charter is intended to be permissive rather than 
exclusive or limiting and shall be liberally and broadly construed in favor of the exercise 
by the City of its power to govern with respect to any matter which is a municipal affair. 
 
Section 701.  Severability 
If any provision of this Charter should be held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 
invalid, void or otherwise unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall remain 
enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law. 
 

Article 8 
Amendment 

 
Section 800.  Amendment to Charter, revised or repealed 
This Charter, and any of its provisions, may be amended by a majority vote of the 
electors voting on the question.  Amendment or repeal may be proposed by initiative or 
by the governing body. 
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