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City of Escondido 

201 North Broadway 

Escondido, CA 92025 

To report an illegal discharge: 760.839.4668 

September 2014 

Water running off our driveways, parking lots, and streets 
enter the storm drain system and discharge into our 

creeks untreated. Car wash water contains pollutants and 
can be harmful when discharged into our creeks. 
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 If feasible , wash the vehicle on a pervious        

surface (lawn, gravel, etc.). 

 Use a wash bucket along with a rag or 

sponge. This will minimize your water use, 

and make it less likely that wash water will 

flow into the gutter. 

 If washing your car in Escondido, with a 

hose. The hose must have a “shut-off” nozzle. 

Such nozzles reduce water use, which will 

prevent wash water from entering the storm 

drain system. 

 Try to use soaps labeled “biodegradable”. 

 Dispose of dirty wash water by pouring it   

onto a pervious surface, or into the sanitary   

sewer. Do not dump wash water in the    

gutter or storm drain. 

 Only hire mobile detail operators if they       

capture and collect their wash water. It is         

unlawful for commercial car washing         

operators to allow any wash water to enter 

the storm drain system. 

 Take your car to a commercial car wash 

where they recycle the water. 
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