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Did you know that storm drains are
NOT connected to sanitary sewer

systems and treatment plants?

The primary purpose of storm drains is to
carry rainwater away from developed areas
to prevent flooding. Untreated storm water
and the pollutants it carries, flow directly into
the creeks, lakes, lagoons, and ocean.

In recent years, sources of water pollution,
such as industrial waters from factories,
have been greatly reduced. However, now
the majority of water pollution occurs
because of residential and commercial
activities that produce a variety of
contaminants: oil from cars; wash water
from restaurants; fertilizers from farms,
lawns, and gardens; waste from failing
septic tanks; wash water from residential car
washing; and waste from pets.

Without proper prevention measures called
Best Management Practices (BMP’s), all of
these contaminants can be carried by rain
water into the storm drains and then into
nearby and more distant waterways. To
keep our water clean, each of us can make
small changes that, together, add up to
major pollution solutions!



Routine pool maintenance activities generate a variety of wastes that pose a hazard to
aquatic and human life if not disposed of properly. Chlorinated pool water, backwash residues, algaecides,
and acid washes are a few examples. Below are some recommended Best Management Practices (BMPs)

to prevent pollutants from entering the storm drain system.
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echlorinate the water to
0mg/L. Chemically

stabilized chlorine requires a
long time to dissipate. Use
readily available dechlorinating
agents prior to discharge.

heck the pH level to make
sure it is between 6 and 9.

emove all debris and
vegetation from the pool.

f the pool water is stagnant or
exhibits septic-like conditions,

call 760-839-4668 before
emptying the pool.

rain standard or salt water
pools gradually onto a

landscaped area and monitor the
flow to prevent erosion problems.

on-salt water pools can also
drain directly into the storm

drain. Sweep up any debris that
might be carried into the storm
drain; and monitor the flow so
that it doesn't cause any erosion.
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lean the pool filter over a lawn,
planter box, vegetated hillside

or something that absorbs the
discharge.

ollect materials on filter cloth,
then throw the filter cloth away.
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heck the pH level to make
sure it is between 6 and 9.

ischarge water into the sewer
system.

Do not use copper-based
algaecides unless

absolutely necessary. Control
algae with chlorine, organic
polymers or other alternatives to
copper-based pool chemicals.
For more information about
non-copper algae prevention,
consult a pool chemical
supplier.
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