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ELECTRONIC MEDIA: 
Electronic media which members of the public wish to be used during any public comment period should be 
submitted to the City Clerk’s Office at least 24 hours prior to the Council meeting at which it is to be shown.   
 
The electronic media will be subject to a virus scan and must be compatible with the City’s existing system.  The 
media must be labeled with the name of the speaker, the comment period during which the media is to be played 
and contact information for the person presenting the media.   
 
The time necessary to present any electronic media is considered part of the maximum time limit provided to 
speakers.  City staff will queue the electronic information when the public member is called upon to speak.  Materials 
shown to the Council during the meeting are part of the public record and may be retained by the Clerk.   
 
The City of Escondido is not responsible for the content of any material presented, and the presentation and content 
of electronic media shall be subject to the same responsibilities regarding decorum and presentation as are 

applicable to live presentations. 



 

April 27, 2016 
3:30 P.M. Meeting 

 

Escondido City Council 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL:  Diaz, Gallo, Masson, Morasco, Abed 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

In addition to speaking during particular agenda items, the public may address the Council on any item which 
is not on the agenda provided the item is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council.  State law 

prohibits the Council from discussing or taking action on such items, but the matter may be referred to the City 
Manager/staff or scheduled on a subsequent agenda.  (Please refer to the back page of the agenda for 

instructions.) Speakers are limited to only one opportunity to address the Council under Oral Communications. 

CLOSED SESSION:  (COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY/RRB) 

I. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR (Government Code §54957.6) 
a. Agency Negotiator:                  Sheryl Bennett & Graham Mitchell 

Employee Organization: Non-Sworn Police Bargaining Unit 

b. Agency Negotiator:                  Sheryl Bennett & Graham Mitchell 
Employee Organization: Escondido City Employee Association: Supervisory 

Bargaining Unit 
c. Agency Negotiator:                  Sheryl Bennett & Graham Mitchell 

Employee Organization: Escondido City Employee Association: 
Administrative/Clerical/Engineering Bargaining Unit 

II. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR (Government Code §54956.8) 
a. Property:   A parcel on the north side of West Valley Parkway between 

    City Hall and the CCAE, APN 229-372-20 
City Negotiator:  Graham Mitchell 
Negotiating Parties:  The City of Escondido and Craig Clark 
Under Negotiation:  Price and Terms of Agreement 

  



ADJOURNMENT 

 



 

April 27, 2016 
4:30 P.M. Meeting 

 

Escondido City Council 

CALL TO ORDER 

 
 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION:  
City Council agendas allow an opportunity for a moment of silence and reflection at the beginning of the evening 
meeting.  The City does not participate in the selection of speakers for this portion of the agenda, and does not endorse 
or sanction any remarks made by individuals during this time.  If you wish to be recognized during this portion of the 
agenda, please notify the City Clerk in advance.   

 

FLAG SALUTE   

 
ROLL CALL:  Diaz, Gallo, Masson, Morasco, Abed 

 
 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The public may address the Council on any item that is not on the agenda and that is within the subject 

matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.  State law prohibits the Council from discussing or taking action on 

such items, but the matter may be referred to the City Manager/staff or scheduled on a subsequent agenda.  
(Please refer to the back page of the agenda for instructions.) NOTE:  Depending on the number of requests, 

comments may be reduced to less than 3 minutes per speaker and limited to a total of 15 minutes. Any 
remaining speakers will be heard during Oral Communications at the end of the meeting. 



 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Items on the Consent Calendar are not discussed individually and are approved in a single motion.  However, 
Council members always have the option to have an item considered separately, either on their own request 

or at the request of staff or a member of the public. 

1. AFFIDAVITS OF PUBLICATION, MAILING AND POSTING (COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR 

AGENCY/RRB) 
2. APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER (Council/Successor Agency ) 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: None Scheduled 

4. STATE FARM GOOD NEIGHBOR CITIZENSHIP COMPANY GRANT AND BUDGET 

ADJUSTMENT - 

Request City Council approve accepting a State Farm Good Neighbor Citizenship Company Grant in 

the amount of $5,000; authorize  the Chief of Police or his designee to execute grant documents on 
behalf of the City; and approve budget adjustments needed to spend grant funds. 

Staff Recommendation: Approval (Police Department: Craig Carter) 

 

CONSENT – RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES (COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY/RRB) 

The following Resolutions and Ordinances were heard and acted upon by the City Council/Successor 
Agency/RRB at a previous City Council/Successor Agency/Mobilehome Rent Review meeting.  (The title of 

Ordinances listed on the Consent Calendar are deemed to have been read and further reading waived.) 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

5. PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE CITY OF ESCONDIDO LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICT 

ZONES 1 THROUGH 38 - 
Request City Council receive public input from property owners in Zones 1 through 38 of the City of 

Escondido Landscape Maintenance District (LMD) on the proposed budget and assessments for Fiscal 

Year 2016/2017. No City Council action is required. 

Staff Recommendation: Receive Input (Public Works Department/Engineering: Ed 

Domingue) 

6. TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP, MASTER AND PRECISE DEVELOPMENT PLAN, ZONE 

CHANGE AND AMENDMENT TO THE SOUTH ESCONDIDO BOULEVARD NEIGHBORHOOD 
PLAN FOR A 65-UNIT CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPMENT (SUB 14-0018, AZ 14-0006) - 

Request City Council approve a proposed residential planned development for 65 condominium units 
on 2.29 acres in conjunction with a zone change and an amendment to the South Escondido 

Boulevard Area Plan. 

Staff Recommendation: Approval (Community Development Department: Bill Martin) 

A) RESOLUTION NO. 2016-50  B) ORDINANCE 2016-04 (Introduction and First Reading) 

 



WORKSHOP 

7. FISCAL YEAR 2016/17 BUDGET BRIEFING - 
Request City Council provide direction regarding the Fiscal Year 2016/17 General Fund Operating 
Budget. 

Staff Recommendation: Provide Direction (Finance Department: Sheryl Bennett) 
 

FUTURE AGENDA 

8. FUTURE AGENDA -  
The purpose of this item is to identify issues presently known to staff or which members of the City 
Council wish to place on an upcoming City Council agenda. Council comment on these future agenda 
items is limited by California Government Code Section 54954.2 to clarifying questions, brief 
announcements, or requests for factual information in connection with an item when it is discussed. 

Staff Recommendation: None (City Clerk's Office: Diane Halverson) 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE/BRIEFING 

The most current information from the City Manager regarding Economic Development, Capital Improvement 
Projects, Public Safety and Community Development. 

 CITY MANAGER'S UPDATE - 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

The public may address the Council on any item that is not on the agenda and that is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the legislative body.  State law prohibits the Council from discussing or taking action on such 
items, but the matter may be referred to the City Manager/staff or scheduled on a subsequent agenda. Speakers 
are limited to only one opportunity to address the Council under Oral Communications.  

ADJOURNMENT 

 
UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULE 

Date Day Time Meeting Type Location 
May 4 Wednesday 3:30 & 4:30 p.m. Regular Meeting Council Chambers 
May 11 Wednesday 3:30 & 4:30 p.m. Regular Meeting Council Chambers 
May 18 Wednesday 4:30 p.m. Town Hall Meeting Council Chambers 
May 25 Wednesday 3:30 & 4:30 p.m. Regular Meeting Council Chambers 



TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 

The public may address the City Council on any agenda item. Please complete a Speaker’s form and give it to 

the City Clerk.  Submission of Speaker forms prior to the discussion of an item is highly encouraged.  
Comments are generally limited to 3 minutes. 
 

If you wish to speak concerning an item not on the agenda, you may do so under “Oral Communications.”  

Please complete a Speaker’s form as noted above. 
 

Nomination forms for Community Awards are available at the Escondido City Clerk’s Office or at 
http://www.escondido.org/city-clerks-office.aspx 
 

Handouts for the City Council should be given to the City Clerk.  To address the Council, use the podium in 

the center of the Chambers, STATE YOUR NAME FOR THE RECORD and speak directly into the microphone. 
 

AGENDA, STAFF REPORTS AND BACK-UP MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE: 
 

• Online at http://www.escondido.org/meeting-agendas.aspx 
• In the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall  

• In the Library (239 S. Kalmia) during regular business hours and  
• Placed in the Council Chambers (See: City Clerk/Minutes Clerk) immediately before and during the 

Council meeting. 
 

AVAILABILITY OF SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS AFTER AGENDA POSTING:  Any supplemental 
writings or documents provided to the City Council regarding any item on this agenda will be made available 

for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office located at 201 N. Broadway during normal business hours, or in 

the Council Chambers while the meeting is in session. 
 

LIVE BROADCAST 
 

Council meetings are broadcast live on Cox Cable Channel 19 and U-verse Channel 99 – Escondido Gov TV.  
They can also be viewed the following Sunday and Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m. on those same channels.  

The Council meetings are also available live via the Internet by accessing the City’s website at 
www.escondido.org, and clicking the “Live Streaming –City Council Meeting now in progress” button on the 

home page. 
 

Please turn off all cellular phones and pagers while the meeting is in session. 
 

The City Council is scheduled to meet the first four Wednesdays 
of the month at 3:30 in Closed Session and 4:30 in Open Session. 

(Verify schedule with City Clerk’s Office) 
Members of the Council also sit as the Successor Agency to the CDC, Escondido Joint Powers 

Financing Authority and the Mobilehome Rent Review Board. 
 

CITY HALL HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

 

 
If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact our ADA Coordinator at 

839-4643.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility. 

 

Listening devices are available for the hearing impaired – please see the City Clerk. 

 

http://www.escondido.org/city-clerks-office.aspx
http://www.escondido.org/meeting-agendas.aspx
file:///C:/Users/RVAQuestys/Downloads/www.escondido.org












SUB 14-0018, AZ 14-0006 
April 27, 2016 
Page 2 

 
LOCATION: 
 
The approximately 2.29-acre project site is located within the South Escondido Boulevard 
Neighborhood Plan on the eastern side of South Escondido Boulevard and the western side of Cranston 
Drive, south of Citracado Parkway, addressed as 2516 S. Escondido Boulevard. 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS: 
 
None 
 
GENERAL PLAN ANALYSIS: 
 
The General Plan land use designation on the site is General Commercial with a Mixed-Use Overlay.  
The General Commercial designation accommodates a wide variety of retail and service activities 
intended to serve a broad customer base.  The Mixed-Use Overlay allows a combination of commercial 
or office activities that include a residential component within a self-contained comprehensively planned 
development in specified locations.  The site is also located within the Centre City Parkway/Brotherton 
Road Target Area.  Guiding principles for the target area include updating the existing Neighborhood 
Plan to include the formulation of new criteria for considering exclusively residential development along 
Escondido Boulevard.  That process is now underway as part of the on-going update to the South 
Escondido Boulevard Neighborhood Plan.  The proposed amendment contemplated as part of this 
project would allow an exclusively residential project as proposed advance prior to completion of the 
new neighborhood plan (to be renamed the South Centre City Area Plan). 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 
 
A Mitigated Negative Declaration (SUB 14-0018) was issued on February 16, 2016, and the public 
review period closed on March 8, 2016.  Mitigation measures were developed to reduce potential 
impacts to biological resources, cultural resources, noise and paleontological resources to a less than 
significant level.  One letter from the San Luis Rey Band of Luiseno Indians was received during public 
review indicating satisfaction with the proposed mitigation measures for cultural resources.  In staff’s 
opinion, no significant issues remain unresolved through compliance with code requirements, proposed 
mitigation measures and the recommended conditions of approval. 
 

The Mitigated Negative Declaration may be viewed at the following link:  
https://www.escondido.org/Data/Sites/1/media/PDFs/Planning/stellapark/fmnd.pdf 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The applicant acquired the property in May of 2004 when it was developed with the Hidden Vale Motel 
and trailer park containing 11 motel units in four buildings and a 19-space trailer park that had been 
constructed in the 1940’s and 1950’s.  Both uses were closed in early 2005 and demolition of the motel 
and trailer park was completed by mid-2006.  The property has remained vacant since. 
 





























































































































































































































































Agenda Item No.:  8 
Date: April 27, 2016 

- 1 - 
 

 
 

FUTURE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 
April 21, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEMS AND COUNCIL MEETING DATES ARE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE. CHECK WITH THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE AT 839-4617 

 
 

May 4, 2016 
4:30 p.m. 

 PROCLAMATIONS 
 Water Awareness Month and Drinking Water Week 

 PRESENTATIONS 
 Be Water Smart Poster Contest Award Presentation 

 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Financial Report for Quarter Ended March 31, 2016 and Budget 
Adjustment 
(S. Bennett) 
 
Quarterly financial reports present written financial updates to Council concerning certain funds of the 
City based on the most recent financial information available. These quarterly financial reports include 
budgetary information for each fund, along with the actual resources received to date. Funds included 
in this report are the General Fund, Reidy Creek Golf Course Fund, Recreation Fund, Water and 
Wastewater Funds. 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Short-Form Rent Review Board Hearing for Westwinds Mobile Home Park 
(B. Martin) 
 
The application meets all the eligibility criteria for submittal of a short-form rent increase application. 
The amount requested covers a 12-month period of consideration from December 31, 2014 through 
December 31, 2015. Seventy-five percent of the change in the Consumer Price Index for the 12-month 
period is 1.836%. The average space rent for the 11 spaces subject to the rent increase is $450.35. 
The average requested increase per space is approximately $8.27. 

 

Short-Form Rent Review Board Hearing for Ponderosa Mobile Home Park 
(B. Martin) 
 
Ponderosa Mobile Home Park has 104 spaces with 65 spaces subject to rent control. The owner is 
requesting a rent increase for 65 spaces. The application meets all the eligibility criteria for submittal 
for a short-form rent increase application. The amount requested covers a 24-month period of 
consideration from December 31, 2013 through December 31, 2015. Seventy-five percent of the 
change in the Consumer Price Index for the 24-month period is 2.822%. The average space rent for 
the 65 spaces subject to the rent increase is $684.18. The average requested increase per space is 
approximately $19.31. 
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May 4, 2016 
Continued 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS Continued 

 

One-Year Action Plan for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 HOME Investment 
Partnerships Funds for Affordable Housing Activities and Community 
Development Block Grant Funds for Community Development Programs 
and Projects 
(E. Domingue/B. Martin) 
 
This is a required hearing for the Annual Action Plan for allocating federal CDBG and HOME funds for 
projects and programs. City Council is being asked to adopt the 2016-2017 One-Year Action Plan. 

 CURRENT BUSINESS 

 WORKSHOP 

 

Preliminary Five-Year Capital Improvement Program and Project Budgets 
for Fiscal Year 2016/17 
(S. Bennett) 
 
Per the Council’s direction, a preliminary meeting to discuss staff recommended capital project 
requests for the 2016/17 Capital Improvement Program and Budget. 

 Future Agenda Items (D. Halverson)  
 
 

May 11, 2016 
4:30 p.m. 

 PROCLAMATIONS 
 Public Works Week, May 15-21 
 Historic Preservation Month 

 PRESENTATIONS 
 Historic Preservation Awards 

 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Short-Form Rent Review Board Hearing for Green Tree Mobile Home 
Estates  Continued from April 13, 2016 
(B. Martin) 
 
The application meets all the eligibility criteria for submittal of a short-form rent increase application. 
The amount requested covers a 24-month period of consideration from December 31, 2013 to 
December 31, 2015. Seventy-five percent (75%) of the change in the Consumer Price Index for the 
period is 2.822%. The average space rent for the 84 spaces subject to rent control is $545.26. The 
average requested increase per space is approximately $15.39. 

 

Short-Form Rent Review Board Hearing for Mobile Park West 
(B. Martin) 
 
Mobile Park West has 314 spaces with 208 spaces subject to rent control. The owner is requesting an 
increase for 208 spaces. The application meets all the eligibility criteria for submittal of a short-form 
rent increase application. The amount requested covers a 24-month period of consideration from 
December 31, 2013 to December 31, 2015. Seventy-five percent of the change in the Consumer Price 
Index for the 24-month period is 2.822%. The average space rent for the 208 spaces subject to rent 
control is $481.09. The average increase per space is approximately $13.57. 
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May 11, 2016 
Continued 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS Continued 

 

Short-Form Rent Review Board Hearing for Eastwood Meadows Mobile 
Home Park 
(B. Martin) 
 
Eastwood Meadows has 129 spaces with 80 spaces subject to rent control. The owner is requesting 
an increase for 80 spaces. The application meets all the eligibility criteria for submittal of a short-form 
rent increase application. The amount requested covers a 24-month period of consideration from 
December 31, 2013 to December 31, 2015. Seventy-five percent of the change in the Consumer Price 
Index for the 24-month period is 2.822%. The average space rent for the 80 spaces subject to rent 
control is $481.10. The average increase per space is approximately $13.57. 

 

Del Prado Master and Precise Development Plan, Tentative Subdivision 
Maps, Zone Change, and Amendment to the South Escondido Boulevard 
Neighborhood Plan (SUB 15-0022, SUB 15-0023, SUB 15-0031, AZ 15-
0002, ENV 15-0011) 
(B. Martin) 
 
The project consists of a Master and Precise Development Plan for 113 air-space, three-story 
condominium/townhome units on approximately 4.9 acres of land divided into a 3.47-acre northern 
and 1.4-acre southern component. Two Tentative Subdivision Maps (Del Prado North – 81 units and 
Del Prado South – 32 units) are requested because all of the subject parcels are not contiguous. An 
amendment to the South Escondido Boulevard Area Plan is necessary to allow an exclusively residential 
project on the site in conformance with the General Plan and “Centre City Parkway/Brotherton Road 
Target Area.” A Zone Change from General Commercial zoning to Planned Development-Residential 
zoning also is necessary. The project will be considered by the Planning Commission on 4-12-16. 

 CURRENT BUSINESS 

 

Innovate 78 Update and Approval of Agreements with 78 Corridor Cities 
and San Diego Economic Development Corporation for Continuation of 
Innovate 78 Branding and Economic Development Activities 
(J. Masterson) 
 
On June 18, 2014, the Escondido City Council approved executing an MOU between the five cities of 
the 78 Corridor to fund a regional branding effort through a contract between the City of Carlsbad and 
the San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation. That contract expires in June 2016; 
however, the five cities wish to continue the Innovate 78 regional branding effort through a contract 
between the City of Escondido and the SD Regional EDC. 

 Future Agenda Items (D. Halverson)  
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April 20, 2016 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

 This week, North County, and specifically Escondido, were recognized in a Huffington 
Post travel piece titled “10 U.S. Suburbs that are Surprisingly, Genuinely Cool.” 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gogobot-/ten-us-suburbs-that-are-s_b_9660366.html The 
piece reached over 16,000 people and received 1,600 post clicks via the City’s 
Facebook page, making it one of the most popular City of Escondido social media posts 
of all time. 

 
 

 ‘Innovate 78’, the collaborative economic development initiative of the five cities of the 
78 corridor, is pleased to once again be a sponsor of the San Diego Regional Economic 
Development Corporation’s annual dinner. Guests will walk through the branded 
“Innovate 78 Corridor” as they enter the event, held on April 21 at Sea World. The 
EDC’s event brings together more than 900 business and community leaders from 
industry sectors throughout the San Diego region. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 Celebrate Jesus Escondido (2nd week) presented by Dream Center San Diego 
 Friday, April 22nd at 7pm 
 Grape Day Park 
 A worship concert for all of Escondido 
 http://celebratejesussd.com/ 
 

 Cal South Soccer will be holding a State Cup soccer tournament in Ryan Park on April 
23rd and 24th. Teams will be traveling in from all over Southern California.  We will see 
teams in the Boys under 19 and Girls under 19 divisions for bracket play.  They will be 
using all eight soccer fields at Ryan Park.  We can expect around 500 families in the 
area shopping, dining and lodging in Escondido.   

 
Schedule: 

o Saturday April 23rd – 8:00am to 7:00pm 
o Sunday April 24th – 8:00am to 5:30pm 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
Planning 
 
Major Projects Update 
 
Commercial / Office:  
 
1. Escondido Research and Technology Center – East (ERTC) – No change from the following 

update reported last week:  This is a 72,000 square foot medical office building proposed on 
the east side of Citracado Parkway across from Palomar Medical Center located at 2130 
Citracado Parkway. A grading permit has been issued by the Engineering Division. Building 
plans have been submitted for plan check. The Planning Division has approved a second set 
of corrected grading plans. On November 4, 2015 the City Council approved a 10-year 
extension to the previously adopted Development Agreement for ERTC that involves 20 lots 
in ERTC owned by JRMC. 

 
2. Escondido Research and Technology Center – West (ERTC) – This is a 144,000 sq. ft. 

development involving two medical office buildings proposed on the west side of Citracado 
Parkway across from Palomar Medical Center located at 2097 – 2175  Citracado Parkway.  
A grading permit has been issued by the Engineering Division.  The Planning Division has 
approved the building plans submitted for plan check. 

 
3. Centerpointe 78 Commercial – No change from the following update reported last week:  

This project is a 45,650 sq. ft. supermarket and restaurant located at 925 N. Broadway. The 
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project was approved by the Planning Commission on November 10, 2015. The project was 
approved by the City Council on December 9, 2015.  Staff is waiting for submittal of a revised 
storm water plan that incorporates recent changes in regulations and is working with the 
property owner regarding obtaining permits to demolish the existing structure.  

 
4. Westfield Theater – No change from the following update reported last week: This project is a 

10-auditorium movie theater totaling 57,600 sq. ft. located on the north side of the Westfield 
Mall. The project was approved by the City Council on November 4, 2015. 

 
5. Felicita Development, LLC – No change from the following update reported last week: This 

project is a 140-unit hotel, and a gas station or office/residential care facility at the southeast 
corner of Felicita Rd. and Gamble Lane. The applicant and staff met with the architect to 
discuss building elevations, 5-story height limitations and site design issues given the existing 
wetland constraints on the property. Additional technical analysis and coordination is needed 
to address traffic, biology, water and sewer service, geotechnical and storm water concerns, 
along with a market study for the proposed uses. The applicant met with the wild life 
agencies and is responding to technical studies needed to complete the application. Tribal 
consultations are underway. 

 
6. Springhill Suites – No change from the following update reported last week: This project is a 

105-suite hotel totaling 73,300 sq. ft. located at 300 La Terraza Drive involving 4 stories, a 
small conference room and an enlarged lobby for serving continental breakfast.  A revised 
set of grading plans have been approved and grading has commenced for the parking lot on 
the adjacent office property which shares a driveway access. Landscaping plans were 
submitted for review, and department comments are being finalized.  Building plans have 
gone through at least one review. 

 
7. BMW Dealership – No change from the following update reported last week: A Precise Plan 

application to expand the existing dealership showroom an additional approximately 4,000 
square feet and enhance the building façade at 1557 Auto Park Way was approved by the 
Planning Commission on October 13, 2015. A demolition permit to remove portions of the 
existing structure has been issues. The project is under construction. 

 
8. Escondido Auto Park Association – No change from the following update reported last week: 

The association is proposing to upgrade the existing electronic message sign along I-15. On 
September 23, 2015, the Economic Development Subcommittee considered a request by the 
association to enter into an agreement with the City for reimbursement of a portion of the 
cost of the upgraded sign and expressed support for a five-year agreement based on 
anticipated public benefit of additional sales tax revenue. Staff has received information for 
processing. 

 
9. Ford-Hyundai Dealership Expansion – No change from the following update reported last 

week: An expansion involving approximately 13,000 sq. ft. of showroom buildings and 6,700 
sq. ft. wash/detail building at 1717-1919 Auto Park Way was approved by the Planning 
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Commission on June 23, 2015. Grading has commenced, the sign plans have been 
approved, and the Planning Division has signed off on the building plans. 

 
Industrial 

 
1. Escondido Disposal Inc. – No change from the following update reported last week:  The 

CUP modification to expand the existing facility was approved by the Planning Commission 
on August 25, 2015. The project has completed its post-approval plan check process; staff 
has approved the grading and landscape plans. The County has notified the City that the 
applicant has made its application to the State permitting agency. Storm drain issues 
improvements that extend through the site are under construction. A revised site plan with 
updated parking and circulation has been submitted for staff review. Staff is determining the 
adequacy of the storm water basins. Building plans were received for Phases I and III. 
 

2. StorQuest – This proposed project at 220 W. Mission Avenue involves a 102,500 sq. ft. 
development with 4-stories, 3 in-line shops and a small office in conjunction with a public 
storage facility. Correspondence has been mailed to the applicant regarding initial comments 
and the need for additional information to complete the application. The applicant has been 
working with staff to modify the vehicle circulation pattern and parking at the front of the 
building and has indicated that revised plans could be resubmitted as early as this week. 
 

3. Victory Industrial Development – This project involves two industrial buildings totaling 91,000 
sq. ft. (one building 55,500 sq. ft., second building 35,500 sq. ft.) located at 2005 Harmony 
Grove Road and a zone change from residential to Planned Industrial consistent with the 
updated General Plan. Revised maps and technical studies have been submitted for review. 
Design review has been completed and the project is progressing through the environmental 
review phase including coordinating revisions to the traffic study.   

 
4. Micro-Filtration Reverse Osmosis – No change from the following update reported last week: 

The proposed project involves a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the development of a 
new city facility at 2512 E. Washington Avenue to provide advanced treatment for Title 22 
quality recycled water produced at the City of Escondido’s Hale Avenue Resource 
Recovery Facility (HARRF) for agricultural uses. The facility would be sized for a total 
production capacity of 2.0 million gallons per day (mgd) and consists of two separate 
buildings (one building 14,440 sq. ft., second building 21,775 sq. ft.) that would contain a 
variety of equipment, pumps, electrical, control and storage rooms.  Underground storage 
tanks (90,000 gallon feed tank, 163,000 gallon inter-process tank, and a 970,000 gallon 
product storage tank) are also included. Public environmental review commenced 
concluded on April 6, 2016.  A Planning Commission hearing for the Conditional Use 
Permit is tentatively scheduled for April 26, 2016. 

 
5. Wastewater Collections Yard Expansion – No change from the following update reported last 

week:  The project involves development of 1.8 acres of a larger, approximately 15.4-acre 
site for the construction of a new wastewater collections yard and maintenance facility for 
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the City’s Hale Avenue Resource Recovery Facility (HARRF) at 1521 S. Hale Avenue. The 
proposed facilities will consist of three separate pre-fabricated metal buildings 3,735 sq. ft. - 
5,670 sq. ft. for collections; work bays and workshops for regular maintenance of vehicles 
and equipment. The project would require the processing of a Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) and rezone. Public environmental review commenced on March 22, 2016 and will 
conclude on April 20, 2016. Public hearings are anticipated in summer 2016. 

 
Institutional 
 
1. John Paul the Great Catholic University – No change from the following update reported last 

week: A Conditional Use Permit to expand the campus and student enrollment at 155 W. 
Grand Avenue was approved by the Planning Commission on December 8, 2015. The 
proposal includes improvements to the former H. Johnson Building at 131 S. Broadway for 
studio and classroom space, and the former bank at 200 W. Grand Avenue for administrative 
offices and a student resource center. The proposed expansion would also increase the 
student enrollment from 300 to 1,200 students over the next several years. Staff has 
confirmed the availability of water and sewer connections. Staff recently met with the 
University President regarding potential future expansion plans beyond those previously 
approved. 

 
2. Calvin Christian Middle/High School – The project is an expansion involving a 15,500 SF 

auditorium, multi-use conference center, classrooms, terraces and walkways located at 2000 
N. Broadway. The grading plans have been approved and a building permit was issued on 
April 11, 2016. 

 
3. Escondido United Reformed Church – No change from the following update reported last 

week: The project is an expansion for a phased, multi-year, master construction/development 
plan for a new 12,250 SF two-story sanctuary, conversion of existing buildings to a social 
hall, demolition of an existing social hall/classroom building (approx. 4,620 SF) and 
construction of approximately 5,250 SF for a nursery, multi-purpose room, classrooms for 
Sunday school and other associated activities, and bathrooms, and an enclosed 1,835 SF 
central Atrium/Narthex at 1864 N. Broadway. Building plans have been submitted for review 
and comment for portions of project, revised architectural designs for the sanctuary have 
been submitted for review; the grading plans have been approved. 

 
Residential 

 
1. Oak Creek (NUW) – No change from the following update reported last week: This project is a 

65-unit single family development located at the southeastern corner of Felicita Road and 
Hamilton Lane. The LAFCO Board unanimously approved the annexation on October 5, 2015. 
Staff has returned documents to LAFCO memorializing their action that included final 
paperwork to be completed prior to annexation recordation. 
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2. Amanda Estates (NUW) – No change from the following update reported last week: This 
project is a 22-unit single family development on Amanda Lane. The LAFCO Board approved 
the reorganization (annexation) at their meeting on August 3, 2015. Staff has returned 
documents to LAFCO memorializing their action that included final paperwork to be 
completed prior to annexation recordation. 

 
3. Pradera – This project consists of a 70-unit single family development located at the 

northeastern corner of Ash Street and Lehner Avenue. Grading and construction are 
underway.  Three, two-story model homes have been completed and the model complex 
opened to the public on January 30, 2016.  An additional two-story model (Plan 5) has been 
added to the unit mix and will soon be under construction.  A single-story unit will be 
marketed with this development, but no model home for the single-story unit will be 
constructed.  The developer obtained building permits for the first and second phases 
involving 16 units and those phases are under construction. Plans for a third and fourth 
phase have been submitted for review, bringing the total number of units built or under 
construction to 36. 

 
4. Zenner - The project is a 40-unit single family development at the northeastern corner of 

Lehner Avenue and Vista Avenue. The applicant (KB Homes) has submitted the final map, 
improvement plans and grading plans for staff review and approval.  Staff has approved the 
home designs and plans for constructing an off-site model complex on three separate parcels 
near the project are nearing completion for staff approval. The annexation was approved by 
LAFCO on Sept. 14, 2015, and has been recorded by the County Recorder’s Office. 
Proposed street names have been released by the Planning Division for review and 
concurrence by other agencies.  

 
5. Stella Park Condominiums – No change from the following update reported last week: This 

project is a 65-unit townhome Planned Development located at 2516 S. Escondido Blvd. The 
Planning Commission recommended denial of the proposal on March 22, 2016. The City 
Council is scheduled to consider the project on April 27, 2016.  

 
6. Wohlford – This project is a 55-unit single family development located on Bear Valley 

Parkway east of Encino Drive. Staff has reviewed submittals and technical reports from the 
applicant. A Specific Alignment Plan for Bear Valley Parkway detailing the proposed roadway 
design is under review. The Cultural Resources study has been completed and is being 
reviewed by staff and the EIR consultant.  The consultant has reviewed the applicant’s other 
technical reports and has provided comments for revisions and has commenced by-weekly 
status meetings as the document preparation gets underway. Preparation of the project EIR 
is on schedule. 

 
7. Latitude II – No change from the following update reported last week: This project is a 112-

unit multi-family development, located at the northeastern corner of Centre City Parkway and 
Washington Avenue, and approved by the City Council on August 19, 2015.  A Final 
Subdivision Map has been submitted for review. The applicant will be submitting a boundary 



 

 7 

adjustment for a property exchange with the adjacent motel owner.  Grading plans are 
nearing approval. Comments have been provided regarding the architectural plans that have 
been submitted for plan check. The CC&Rs and landscaping plans have been submitted for 
review. 

 
8. Canyon Grove Estates (Tract 932) – No change from the following update reported last 

week: This project is a 179-lot single family residential development on the north side of Vista 
Avenue east of Conway Drive. Staff approved the substantial conformance determination for 
the revised tentative map and continues to coordinate with the applicant on the Precise Plan 
application for final architectural design and landscaping. The applicant has concluded the 
purchase of mitigation credits at Daley Ranch, and is pursuing acquisitions needed for offsite 
improvements. A grading permit has been issued and contractors are clearing the site in 
areas slated for development. 

 
9. Safari Highlands – No change from the following update reported last week:  This project is a 

550-unit single family development located east of the Rancho San Pasqual community and 
north of the San Diego Safari Park. The project involves 1,100 acres including annexation 
and Sphere of Influence update for a master planned community with parks, trails, recreation 
center, fire station, open space, on-site sewer facility for treating a portion of the on-site 
wastewater for irrigation purposes. Planning and Engineering extensions of staff have been 
funded by the applicant and retained to assist the City in processing the project. Staff met 
with a representative of the Fish and Wildlife Department to discuss the project. Other 
outreach efforts have included City of San Diego, San Diego Zoo Safari Park 
representatives, public agencies and surrounding residents. The City Council approved the 
consultant contract for preparing the EIR on March 23, 2016. More information about this 
project is on line at: http://www.escondido.org/safari-highlands-ranch-specific-plan.aspx  

 
10. High Pointe (Palos Vista Neighborhood 3) – No change from the following update reported 

last week: This project is a custom-home development with 39 estate lots accessed from 
Mesa Rock Road. Staff has prepared a bond and fee letter based on the proposed grading 
and landscape plans, and has sent it to the applicant. 

 
11. Paseo Escondido – This project is a mixed-use 122-unit multi-family planned development at 

the southeastern corner of Ash Street and Washington Ave. The proposed project consists of 
26 one-bedroom and 96 two-bedroom apartments in three four-story buildings, and two 
5,000 SF commercial buildings (10,000 SF total) oriented around an outdoor plaza. 
Additional submittals are required to complete the application and the applicant has 
completed coring and sampling as part of soils analysis.  The applicant has been advised to 
meet with and SDGE planner regarding the overhead utility lines. 

 
12. Del Prado (former Woody’s site) – This project is a 113-unit townhome-style Planned 

Development located at the southwestern corner of Brotherton Road and the Centre City 
Parkway frontage road. The project includes a recreational facility, pool, and open space 
areas. Staff worked through various site design and utility issues with the applicant prior to 
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scheduling the project for a public hearing.  The Planning Commission recommended denial 
of the project on April 12, 2016. 

 
13. Solutions for Change – This project is a Planned Development application for 33 affordable 

multi-family units. It was approved by the Planning Commission on October 13, 2015, and by 
the City Council November 18, 2015. Building plans have been submitted for review and 
approved by Esgil (contracted plan check firm). Staff authorized payment of Housing Division 
funds for reimbursement of applicant’s consultant invoices. Staff has preliminarily accepted 
minor redesign efforts to meet construction costs and is working with the applicant to ensure 
state financing remains available for the project. The funding for the property acquisition has 
been completed 

 
14. 701 San Pasqual Valley Rd – No change from the following update reported last week: This 

project is a 19-unit single family development located at 1201 E. 5th Avenue (formerly Tract 
898) on 7.2 acres. The application is under review and a letter detailing additional comments 
and submittal requirements was forwarded to the applicant.  

 
15. Veterans Village of San Diego – No change from the following update reported last week: 

This project is a mixed-use development involving a 54-unit affordable multi-family residential 
apartment project for military veterans and their families. It includes on-site administration 
office, business center, club house and other support spaces for the residents; and a small 
commercial component to support training opportunities offered at the facility at 1556 S. 
Escondido Boulevard. Building plans have been submitted for review and comment; the 
grading plans and landscaping plans have been approved. 

 
16. Escondido Gateway – No change from the following update reported last week: This project 

is a mixed-use development involving 126 residential units within three, 4-5 story buildings 
with indoor and outdoor recreational areas and an opportunity for a small (1,000 sq. ft.) 
commercial/flex space on 2.6 acres (48 dwelling units/acre) located at 700 W. Grand Avenue 
(former Police Station) across the street from the North County Transit Station.  Plans were 
submitted for the project involving a Specific Plan Amendment, Tentative Map, Planned 
Development and Development Agreement. Correspondence has been sent to the applicant 
regarding initial City department comments and the need for additional information to 
complete the application.  The applicant recently met with staff to discuss proposed revisions 
in response to staff’s comments.  Revised plans from the applicant are expected to be 
submitted to Planning staff soon. 
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Building Division: 
 
1. The Building Department issued 69 permits with a total valuation of $1,684,391. 
 
2. 32 photovoltaic permits were issued for the week.  Building has issued 415 solar permits 

this year compared to 246 issued for the same time last year. 
 
3. The Building Department staff had another busy week. Inspectors averaged 37 inspections 

per day with 30 inspections on Friday. 3 inspections were “held over” on Friday.  Our 
building counter staff was also busy, averaging 34 counter sign in’s per day and 32 on 
Friday. 

 
4. The 76 unit condominium complex at 2412 S Escondido Blvd has received final inspection 

approval and certificate of occupancy for building #3.   
 
5.  The Building Division qualified 8 applicants for the Building Inspector II position and 

interviews are scheduled for April 21st.  
 
6. Permits were issued for a new single family dwelling at 1542 W 11th Ave. 
 
7. Permits were issued for a new auditorium building for Calvin Christian High School at 2000 

N Broadway.  
 
8. A notice was posted at the building counter requesting that contractors present any 

residential solar revisions to the building inspector at the time of inspection in lieu of 
submitting revisions at the building counter. This change of policy was implemented due to 
the increase and frequency of solar revisions and as a means to expedite processing by 
allowing inspectors to review and approve minor plan changes at the job site. 

 
Code Enforcement: 
 
1. As of April 19, 2016, the total number of open code enforcement cases is 437 cases. During 

the prior week, 97 new cases were opened, and 57 cases were closed, with a backlog of an 
additional 28 cases not yet opened for assignment and investigation.  

 
2. There were 196 illegal signs confiscated during the weekend.  

 
3. Last week the Business License Division issued 28 new licenses and received 30 new 

applications, in addition to 67 renewals. 
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Public Art: 
 
Weather permitting, Queen Califia’s Magical Circle in Kit Carson Park (3333 Bear Valley 
Parkway) will be open to the public on Sunday, April 24 and on Saturday, May 14, 2016, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  Docents will be on site to answer questions.   
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

          
 Kit Carson Hockey Rink Improvements:  
 No changes from the following update reported last week: The vents that were delivered have 

been manufactured to the wrong specification. The contractor and manufacturer are working to 
replace the units by this next week.  

 
 Grape Day Park Playground: 
 The contractor moved in on Tuesday April 19, the first items of work are to establish a 

construction fence and secure 5 parking spaces along Broadway.   
 

Private Development 
 
Bear Valley Parkway between Boyle Avenue and San Pasqual Valley Road (County 
Project): 
The irrigation systems are being installed this week along Bear Valley Parkway from Idaho 
Avenue to Lloyd Place to the north. The last section of old Bear Valley Parkway has been 
removed from Suburban Hills Drive south to San Pasqual Valley Road. The remaining section 
of roadway between Lloyd Place and Boyle Avenue to the north is staging for the placement of 
new concrete curb and gutter improvement this week.     
 
2412 South Escondido Boulevard:  
This project is nearing completion with the first of three building released for occupancy. 
 
Pradera - Lennar Communities: 
Concrete improvements continue along Stanley Avenue with the installation of more sidewalk 
on Monday April 18. 
 
Plan reviews and approvals continued on this project as follows:  

 The Precise Grading plans and Improvement plans for Street “B” were submitted on April 
11th and are being reviewed by a consultant. 

 The revision to the Model Home Landscape plans is ready for approval.  
   
Lexington Model Homes - KB Homes: 
The contractor has resumed construction of the new sewer main along Ash Street after 
revisions were made to the engineers design.  
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Plan reviews and approvals continued on this project as follows:  

 The 2nd submittal of the grading plans for the Model Homes was made on April 18th.   
 
Rincon del Diablo 8” & 12” Water Main Construction: 
The contractor has completed the installation of the new pipeline and now is in the water 
quality portion of the project.   
 
Tract 932 - Canyon Grove Shea Homes Community: 
No changes from the following update reported last week: The mass grading of the site 
continues with the work force concentrating on the extension of Vista Avenue.   
 
Plan reviews and approvals continued on this project as follows:  

 A Final Bond and Fee Letter will be issued this week. 

 Shea Homes signed the onsite street R/W dedication deed and returned it to the City for 
acceptance and recording last week.    This will allow SDG&E and VID to complete their 
plans and sign agreements with Shea Homes.   

 
Broadway and Washington Avenue ramp improvements: 
The State of California (Caltrans) has completed the ramp restoration to the North West corner 
of the intersections. The work zone is now the South East corner where all concrete 
improvements have been removed, the work at this corner should be completed in two weeks. 
The work includes the relocation of traffic signal pole foundations which were replaced prior to 
demolition which will help expedite the restoration process.  
 
San Diego Gas & Electric gas main replacement: 
The project calls for the replacement of 900 feet of gas main and the associated service lateral 
along Ash Street between Sheridan Avenue and Peach Way. Pot holing of the utility began on 
Monday April 18 with the construction expected to be completed in 8 weeks. 
 
Private Development –Current Plan Review 
 
Tract SUB14-0002 – Lexington by KB Homes (Zenner): 
This project is a 40 lot residential subdivision located primarily along Vista Ave and Lehner Ave 
and this project will cul-de-sac Lehner Ave. and will also vacate an unnamed and untraveled 
public R/W when developed.   KB Homes has acquired this project and has just begun to 
process the final engineering.   KB Homes has also purchased 3 existing vacant lots that they 
are developing as their model homes (see above) for this project.  
 

 The 1st submittal of the Rough Grading plans, Improvement plans, Storm Water and 
Drainage Reports, and the Final Map were made on March 29th and this 1st review should 
be returned to the engineer by the end of April. 
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Tract SUB15-0003 – Latitude II Condominiums by a Lyon Homes Partnership: 
This project is a 112 unit residential condominium subdivision located at the N/E corner of 
Centre City Pkwy and Washington Ave.   The primary access to the project will be via a new 
entrance off of Centre City Pkwy.    Also this project will construct a large box culvert storm 
drain to route existing storm water flows through the project.   There a few private and public 
easement quitclaims and a property swap that must be completed to build the project as 
planned.   
 

 The Utility Dept. completed their review of the 2nd submittal of the Grading plans, 
Improvement plans on April 15th. 
 

Solutions for Change Housing: 
This project is a 3 story 34 unit low income/transitional housing project located on S. 
Escondido Blvd. just south of 15th Ave.  This project also has a small commercial office space 
component that will be subdivided off by “air space” Parcel Map for tax financing reasons.  
 

 The 3rd submittal of the improvement plans was made on April 5th and will be reviewed in 
the next week. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
Fire: 

 
See the Escondido Fire Department’s 2015 Annual Report attached. 
 
Police: 
 
Incidents 
 
On 4/10/2016, Officer Bellamy located a stolen vehicle in the 100 block of W. Lincoln Ave.  The 
driver of the stolen vehicle was taken into custody without incident and booked into the Vista 
Detention Facility for possession of a stolen vehicle.  
 
On 4/12/2016, personnel from the Gang Enforcement Team stopped a vehicle for a vehicle 
code violation.  The officers conducted a search of one of the passengers, who was on parole, 
and located a handgun.  The suspect was booked into the Vista Detention Facility for being a 
felon in possession of a handgun.   
 
On 4/12/2016, Officer Adame detained a subject who was believed to have been involved in a 
robbery earlier in the day.  At first, the subject gave a false name in order to avoid arrest.  
Officer Adame continued her investigation and discovered the subject had a felony warrant 
issued for his arrest.   The subject was also identified as the person who committed the 
robbery earlier in the day.  The subject was booked into the Vista Detention Facility for the 
robbery and the felony warrant.   
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On 04/14/2016, Officer Fidel located a stolen vehicle in the 2300 block of E. Valley Pkwy. The 
driver of the vehicle was taken into custody without incident and booked into the Vista 
Detention Facility for possession of a stolen vehicle.  The vehicle was released to the owner.    
 
On 4/14/2016, detectives from the Special Investigations Unit served a search warrant at a 
residence in the 2700 block of E. Valley Pkwy.  Two suspects were arrested for possession of 
heroin and booked into the Vista Detention Facility.   
 
On 04/16/16, Dispatch received multiple calls regarding two males shooting at people from a 
vehicle.  Officers arrived on scene and located the vehicle in the 800 block of S. Tulip St.  Two 
people were arrested and booked into the Vista Detention Facility.  Officers located a loaded 
handgun inside the vehicle.  
 
Events 
 
National Public Safety Telecommunicator Week is held annually during the second full week of 
April.  The Escondido Police and Fire Department showed their appreciation for the important 
service they provide during a small ceremony.   These dedicated dispatchers answered over 
200,000 calls in 2015, most of which a lead to some type of response by Police, Fire or 
Emergency Medical personnel.  
 

 
 
 
Recently, Neighborhood Services and the Escondido Police Department hosted a clean-up 
day in the as part of the Neighborhood Transformation Project.  About 20 volunteers from 
Emmanuel Faith Community Church's college ministry (the Well) came out to lend a hand. This 
was their second time participating in a Neighborhood Clean-Up.  
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On 4/13/2016, Captain Skaja participated in a ceremony thanking the Department’s thirty-two 
volunteers.  Their efforts enhance the Department’s ability to effectively serve the public.  
Much of their efforts go unseen.  In 2015, the volunteers saved the department more than 
$231,000. Some of those services included 419 vacation house checks, 127 radio calls, 1360 
hours worked during special events and call outs.  

 

Captain Loarie was the keynote speaker at the Riverside County District Attorney’s Office 
Victim’s Rights Candlelight Vigil.  He spoke at two events, in Temecula on 4/13/2016 and 
Riverside on 4/14/2016.   
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On 4/14/2016, Chief Carter and Captain Skaja attended a meeting with the East Valley 
Business Association. 

On 4/16/2016, eight people participated in the Guns and Hoses event.  The event included a 
tour of the Police Station and hands-on activities.  The activities included firing the Taser, 
baton training, handcuffing techniques and role playing on the training simulator.  After their 
time at the Police Department, the participants moved to the Fire Station 1 for a station tour, 
lunch and firefighting.    

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Escondido Fire Department has a proud history of serving our community 
for over 100 years.  Of those 100 years, I have had the privilege to serve as the 
Fire Chief for more than 8 years.  As I complete my final full year of service as 
the Fire Chief, I want to say what an honor and privilege it has been to work 
alongside the dedicated men and women who have committed themselves to 
providing the highest level of service to the citizens of Escondido and Rincon 
del Diablo Fire Protection District.  As I reflect back over the tradition of this 
great department, which once had dedicated volunteers who compassionately 
gave of themselves to serve their community to now employing over 130 men 
and women who still commit themselves to providing this same level of service to the 
public.  I am confident that the next Fire Chief will continue to move the Escondido 
Fire Department forward and into the future with the same dedication. 
 
The Escondido Fire Department’s “Mission Statement” and “Core Values” are a reflection of the 
compassion, professionalism, respect and dignity that we collectively embrace as we strive to make a 
difference in our community.  As I begin my last few months serving as the Escondido Fire Chief, I am 
privileged to lead this organization, filled with skilled personnel whose commitment is to exceed the public’s 
expectations.  With the strong support of the City Council, the board members of the Rincon del Diablo Fire 
Protection District, and other city departments, the Escondido Fire Department will continue to monitor our 
service levels for efficiency, effectiveness and overall quality in order to ensure that the service we provide 
matches the needs of the community. 
 

Our 2015 Annual Report is an 
analytical perspective of how the 
fire and emergency medical 
services (EMS) were delivered to 
our community.  The demand for 
Fire/EMS services continues to 
climb yearly.  In 2015, we 
responded to 14,536 calls for 
service, which is our highest year 
ever recorded.  
 
As with most fire departments, the 
majority of our calls are EMS 
related.  Our department was able 
to meet these increased demands 
due to our current operational 
platform that allows us flexibility 
and adaptation to the changing 
needs of our community.   

 
 

 2015 Annual Report 
Escondido Fire Department 

Michael Lowry 
Fire Chief 

33.9 Years of Service



 
 

The Escondido Fire Department serves the citizens in the Rincon del Diablo Fire Protection District and 
during 2015 responded to 554 calls, which increased by 58 calls from 2014.  
 

The Escondido Fire Department serves the community with seven Fire Stations, which are divided into 
Service Area Districts.  As our call for service increases, there is a correlation to an increase in the call 
volume for our Engine Companies and Truck Company.   

 
The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) division accomplished several 
objectives in 2015 that allowed us to continue to enhance medical service 
delivery to the residents and visitors in Escondido.  In addition to ensuring the 
quality of medical care through case review and field observations, the EMS 
division facilitated continuing education (CE) classes throughout the year 
including Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS), Pre-Hospital Trauma Life 
Support (PHTLS) and the Pediatric Education for Pre-Hospital Professional 
(PEPP) courses.   
 

Trauma injuries account for a large number of our emergency calls.  Enhanced 
education and hands on training improve the quality of care and decreases 
mortality.  The program stresses the treatment of the multi-system trauma as 
well as cases with specific needs, at times this may require an approach to the 
trauma patient that varies from traditional treatment modalities.  PHTLS 
promotes critical thinking as the foundation for providing quality care.  The 
PHTLS course is continuously revised in order to keep up with advancement.  

Engine Companies – Stations 1 - 7 Truck Company



Over the last couple of years, the Escondido Fire Department has been modifying our delivery service to 
match the needs of the community with available resources. Our four (4) Rescue Ambulances are staffed 
with (1) Firefighter Paramedic and (1) Non-Safety Paramedic, located at Stations, 1, 2, 5, and 7.  We have 
one (1) Medic Ambulance located also at Station 1, which is staffed with (2) Non-Safety Paramedics.  With 
our call volume continuing to increase, we have been meeting with Palomar Hospital, County EMS, and 
other local fire departments to identify the needs of the community and to develop a plan to mitigate off-load 
delays.    
 

The graph below shows we have experienced a significant increase in our call volume for our ambulances.  
In 2014, our ambulance call volume totaled 10,775.  In 2015, our ambulance call volume was the highest 
ever with 12,739; this reflects an increase of 1,964 calls. 

Our Training Division is tasked with developing topics that employ a variety of methods and techniques to 
achieve our mission.  New employees complete an “in-house” academy and participate in a paramedic 
mentorship program before becoming part of an emergency response crew.  Crews perform manipulative 
training at our modern training facility located at Fire Station 1.  Personnel train with other crews refreshing 
current skills as well as learning new skills.   
 
A significant accomplishment for our Training Division 
is the implementation of the Blue Card Command 
Certification Program.  Blue Card is a state of the art 
training and certification program that teaches Company 
and Command Officers how to standardize local 
incident operations across the organization.  
 

Escondido Fire Department possesses a rich tradition of 
dedication to training.  This division is also responsible 
for ensuring the professional competence of all 
emergency responders.  By leveraging technology, 
combining classroom and realistic live training, this vital 
division prepares our department for a wide range of 
emergencies. 



The Escondido Fire Department plays a key role in the 
community with our Fire Prevention Division.  Prevention 
supports the mission of this department, to serve the public and to 
safeguard the community from the impact of fire, medical, and 
environmental emergencies through education, emergency 
services, and enforcement.   
 
The Prevention Division works alongside our business owners, 
builders, and others to maximize safety and evacuation elements 
throughout the design and construction process.  The Prevention 
Division conducted a total of 1,160 plan checks and 1,371 
inspections, while our suppression Engine Companies conducted 
over 900 inspections.  These inspections ensure that buildings are 
safe for the business owners, employees, and the public.   
 

During my time serving this community, Escondido 
has experienced some significant catastrophic 
wildfires.  In an effort to reach out and educate 
property owners whose property resides in a 
dangerous high fire zone area, the Prevention 
Division mailed over 2,500 letters to homeowners 
reminding them about maintaining defensible 
space.   
 
The Prevention Division works closely with other 
City departments to ensure safe regulation of solar-
panel installation on homes and businesses, who 
directly contribute to a beautiful, desirable and 
environmentally responsible City where the citizens 
want to live, work, shop, eat, and enjoy. 
 
This 2015 Annual Report reflects just a small aspect of the time and effort collectively given by this 
department.  If space was unlimited, I could highlight our working relationship with the Burn Institute, the 
number of hours our volunteers tirelessly give to this organization, the public education program where we 
go into schools to talk to children about fire safety, etc. but unfortunately, I do not have this kind of space.    
 
In closing, I wish to extend my sincere gratitude to all the personnel of the Escondido Fire Department. It has 
been a privilege to watch you provide the “Legendary Service” to the citizens and visitors of my hometown, 
Escondido.   
 
From the Escondido Fire Department, we want to thank everyone who helped make 2015 a safe and 
successful year. 
 

 
Michael Lowry 
Fire Chief  
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