




Attachment A 
Project Description 

The City of Escondido is the Lead Agency for the preparation of a Program Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR), as defined in Section 15168 of the CEQA Guidelines, addressing the 
Escondido General Plan Update, Downtown Specific Plan Update and Climate Action Plan. A 
summary of each of these project components is provided below.  
 
Escondido General Plan Update 
 
The Escondido General Plan Update includes an updated vision, with goals, objectives, and 
policies anticipating a 2050 buildout reflecting the current needs and preferences of the 
community, and ensuring compliance with state law.  
 
The General Plan Update project area includes approximately 23,871 acres within the City’s 
corporate boundaries; 43,597 acres within the City’s SOI; and 50,599 acres of land outside of 
the City’s SOI but within the unincorporated County of San Diego. Within the General Plan 
Update boundary, the General Plan Update identifies 15 study areas, which are areas proposed 
for land use changes as compared to the existing General Plan. The General Plan Update 
includes modified boundaries that delete approximately 1,000 acres from the adopted General 
Plan boundaries, an updated vision for the City, updated and refined quality of life standards, 
revisions to the existing General Plan elements, and creation of new General Plan elements, 
including a Growth Management Element.  For planning purposes, the General Plan Update 
establishes 2035 as the horizon year (buildout date) for development, although the General 
Plan accommodates growth and presents an evaluation and vision of the future beyond 2035.    

General Plan amendments are proposed involving the following elements: 
 

a) Land Use 
b) Housing 
c) Circulation 
d) Community Facilities and Services 
e) Community Protection and Safety (includes Noise) 
f) Community Open Space / Conservation 
g) Economic Prosperity 
h) Growth Management 
i) General Plan Implementation 
j) Specific Planning Areas 

 
The SANDAG 2030 forecast for the City of Escondido shows a projected 14 percent increase in 
population and 10 percent increase in housing units within the City.  In order to accommodate 
the anticipated population growth proposed in the General Plan Update future residential 
development will focus on smart growth principles to enhance land use and urban design and 
provide a framework for developing the land use plan and General Plan policies.  Smart growth 
principles include preserving urban centers, ensuring adequate infrastructure, establishing 
urban growth limits, encouraging mixed use, developing for “human scale,” encouraging high 



density development near transit, and protecting environmental resources.  Smart growth seeks 
to expand transportation options to include walking, biking, public transit, and driving.   

 
Downtown Specific Plan Update 
As part of the proposed project, the City’s Downtown Specific Plan is being updated.  The 
Downtown Specific Plan Area (SPA) encompasses approximately 460 acres extending from 
Interstate 15 (I-15) and West Valley Parkway to the existing Palomar Hospital, between 
Washington and Fifth Avenues.  The Downtown Specific Plan is a document that provides a 
comprehensive plan for land use, development regulations, development incentives, design 
guidelines and other related actions aimed at implementing the strategic goals for downtown 
Escondido as set forth in the General Plan Update goals and policies.  In general, the 
Downtown Specific Plan update would add acreage to the previous SPA boundary, and expand 
the existing buildout of the SPA by adding up to an additional 1,350 - 3,275 dwelling units for a 
new maximum of up to 5,275 dwelling units.  
 
Escondido Climate Action Plan  
The Escondido Climate Action Plan (E-CAP) is an implementation tool of the proposed General 
Plan Update that would be used to guide development in the City by focusing on attaining the 
various goals and policies of the General Plan Update as well as the greenhouse gas (GHG) 
reduction goals outlined in the E-CAP.  The E-CAP develops a baseline community-wide GHG 
emissions inventory, a methodology for tracking and reporting GHG emissions in the future, and 
recommendations for GHG reduction strategies as a foundation for these efforts.  The purposes 
of the E-CAP are to: 1) create a GHG baseline from which to benchmark GHG reductions; 2) 
provide a plan that is consistent with and complementary to the GHG emissions reduction 
efforts being conducted by the state consistent with the requirements of AB 32; 3) guide the 
development, enhancement, and implementation of actions that reduce GHG emissions; and 4) 
provide a policy document with specific implementation measures meant to be considered as 
part of the planning process for future development projects.   


